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C HAP. I. 
Various remarks—The Author's Notions 
of Perfection Plan of the Work * 
tomized. 


XX ONT RAR to the cuſtom of 
10 3 cotemporary authors, we have 
KEXLX not in our firſt volume detained 
| the reader with reflections, or kept him 
| waiting for his entertainment, while we 
drew up a long bill of fare; but proceeded - 
immediately, and as ſome, perhaps, may 
Vol. Il. B think 
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think abruptiy to our ſubject. But we in- 


tend to indulge ourſelves in that undoubt- 
ed, privilege which biographers have en- 
joyed time immemorial, of opening their 
books with preparative reflections. 


It is, indeed, a great truth, that hiſtory 
of all kinds can be but of little ſervice, un- 


leſs attended with reflections ſuitable to the 


ſubject. Some are, however, of opinion, 
that this part belongs rather to the reader 


than to the writer ; but as ſome, no doubt, 
have not been found equal to the taſk, 


ak as others, through indolence, haye 
declined it, the privilege ſeems to- have 


been loſt : he good-natured authors gene- 
rally lead thoſe who peruſe their works, as 
we do children by the hand, and kindly 
prefix morals to true hiſtory, in much the 
ſame taſte as we find them ſubjoined to 
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GUARDIAN 
Now, reader, thou oh we profeſs the 
greateſt reſpect for thy abilities, yet we 
cannot but ſometimes comply with this 


_ cuſtom, leſt it ſhould be ſuggeſted that 
our ſtory contained no moral at all. And 


even as it now ſtands, we foreſee there 


will not be wanting thoſe who will com- 
plain, © that the characters are not ſuch 


as they could wiſh, that ſtrict virtue is not 


ſo nicely defined as it ſhould be, &c.” All 
tending to prove, that the model of an 
imperfect original does not come up to 
perfection. 


Now as it is well known that this diſpute 


has already been well handled -on ſimilar: 


occaſions, there remains the leſs for us to 


ſay on the ſubject. However we cannot 


reſiſt the temptation of making ſome ob- 
ſervations on a point ſo ſtrongly contro- 


verted. 
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If we remember aright, the ingenious 
Mr. Locke has taken notice, that the chief 
occaſion of argument is miſunderſtanding z 
and this we humbly conceive to be the 
caſe in the affair before us. The queſtion, 
as generally ſtated, is, whether a perfect 
pattern be not the moſt likely to produce, 


by imitation, the greateſt poſſible degree 


of perfection: But this is not a fair way 
of diſputing ; for were this the caſe, a be- 


ing of ſuperior rank might as well be in- 


troduced, and this would, indeed, be more 
natural than a perfect man, 

Yet the objection might have ſome 
force, if the characters drawn in works like 
theſe were propoſed for imitation in all 
points; on the contrary, no one can be ſo 
void of ſenſe as to propoſe any one real or 


imaginary perſon who is not more than 


mortal for an exact pattern; and the chief 
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GUARDIAN. . 


praiſe we can expect or deſire is that of 
having preſented a true picture of real life; 


wherein, if we ſhew the errors into which a 


perſon virtuouſly inclined may ſometimes 
fall, it cannot be ſuppoſed that we mean to 
propoſe thoſe errors for imitation.— Thus 
if a painter, in order to give an idea of an- 
tient architecture, were to draw the re- 
mains of a noble ſtructure in ſome places 
injured by time, would any one that choſe 
to build on that plan, attempt to copy 
after the mutilated parts of it; would he 
not ſee that they were merely accidental, 
but that the artiſt, to give a true copy, 
was obliged to depict them, and that it 
muſt have been ridiculous to attempt ſup- 
plying the defects from his own judge- 
ment ? | | 


The application is eaſy; and we cannot 
but conceive ſuch a work as this, like an 
accurate chart, is ſo much the more valua- 
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ble for pointing out the rocks others have 
ſplit on, and ſumming up in a ſmall com- 
paſs the accumulated experience ot many. 


Perfection, generally ſo called, is inva- 
riable, and muſt through all ages be the 
ſame, wherever it is found to exiſt.— This 
would allow no heightening; it would 
permit no ſhading to the picture; and one 
ſach portrait would as fully anſwer the 
end as a thouſand, which muſt, if pro- 
perly executed, be all alike, and leave no 
field for improvement. | 


Such characters are in the nature of 


things, inconſiſtent, abſurd, impoſſible, 


and it were preſumption to expect to meet 


with them on earth. Why, then, like a 
falſe fire, ſhould we attempt to miſlead 


the human mind, and by. inducing it to 


ſeek what never can render ! it diſcontented 


with what * docs exiſt } > WV e are apt 
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GAR DIT 1 9 
enough to form ideas of things far beyond 
the things themſelves: This is one of the 
defects of our nature; and there is no oc- 
caſion to encourage it. Diſappointed, like 
a child robbed of its toys, we grow fro- 
ward, and are reſolved not to enjoy rea! 


| bleſſings, becauſe we have loſt imaginary 


ones; forgetting that we are ourſelves im- 
perfect, we murmur at Heaven for not 
having placed us in a world of perfection. 
Hence gloom, ill-nature, and miſanthropy; 


hence ſelfiſhneſs, and an arrogant impiety, 
_ which prompt to 2 bold arraignment of 


the providence of Heaven.—Such are the 
fruits of ſeeking what we-never ſhall find, 


and forgetting the ſtation we are placed 
in. | 


But if, after all that has been ſaid, the 
judgement of ſome is againſt us, we ſhall 
leave to time and their own experience to 
evince the truth of what we have here de- 
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10 THE GENEROUS 

livered; while we, on our part, continue 
to follow a plan of our own deſigning, in 
ſuch manner as ourſelves ſhall judge pro- 


per, not caring on the one hand to deviate 
from reality for the ſake of embelliſhment, 
nor on the other hand to unveil ſuch 
{cenes as decorum bids us conceal. —We 


ſhall not think proper always to expoſe 


nature in every circumſtance without the 

leaſt drapery ;| neither ſhall we load her 
with mock-finery and tinſel ornaments, 
but · endeavour to keep a medium between 


theſe extremes, and leave our ſucceſs in 


the attempt to be determined 11 the rea- 


der's judgement. 


1 GUARDIAN. 11 
S 


A Diſappointment Reflections on Curi- 
| olity. 


| E HE. deplorable ſituation in which we 
left Miſs Louiſa may, perhaps, make 
it appear neceſſary to proceed with the 
hiſtory of that lady; but as our plan is 
otherwiſe concerted, we ſhall, without any 
apology, advert to the affairs of Horatio. 
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Our hero, obedient to the ſummons, 
went to the place of appointment, where, 
after having waited a long time, he at laſt 
perceived a man walking up and down at 
' ſome diſtance, of whom he demanded 
whether he had ſent a letter to him or not? 

He anſwered, No; but looking very at- 
tentively on him, Is not your name Sa- 
« ville, Sir, ſaid he.“ “ It is, at your 
« ſervice.” Then I have this to tell 
« you, that though I ſent you neither let- 


B 5 « ter 


4 E 


. % 
- 3 8 - 
: Fa n ——_— — — — - 1 1 3 2 
. 22K — — TY A HEY 8 M 8 = % * * . * 
* 3 a * * — — — ron rn” n. 2K. Tm 
. 
_— * 0 ; 8 


12 Tux GENEROUS 


ter nor meſſage, yet I believe I know 


* the perſon who did: For many reaſons, 


« T can ſay but little to you, only this, 
aa 
« your ruin.” Impoſſible,“ ſaid Ho- 
ratio; can he ſeek my ruin, who is at this 
very inſtant uſing all his intereſt to ſerve 


me; but explain, — I have neither time 
* nor commiſſion ſo to do, replied the 
tt ſtranger; but I repeat it again, beware 
& of Lord L—— and Smythe. Perhaps 


0 


R ; 


if you ſlight this admonition now, you 


may hereafter wiſh you had followed 


it; but forewarn d, fore - arm'd, I 
« leave you.” Thus ſpeaking, he walk - 
ed off haſtily, and left Mr. Saville muſing 
on this extraordinary adventure. He could 
not help thinking he had ſomewhere ſeen 
the man's face who parted from him, and 
at length recollecting he was a favourite 
ſervant of Branfley' 5 thought he had 


23 


＋ . . ſounded 


is a baſe man, and ſeeks 


— 


f GCUARDTAH HY 
1 ſounded the depth of the riddle, and that 
it was only a plot to create a quarrel be- 
teen him and his Lordſhip, whom * 
7 deemed his beſt friend. 


1 He therefore went home exulting in his 
own penetration, and ſmiling to think he 
had defeated the malice of his enemies 
without giving himſelf the trouble a ſe⸗ 
cond time to examine the letter, which 
was written in a female hand. 
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"ORAL 
As the reader has received in the latter 
end of the former volu me ſome hints 
of other extraordinary matters that hap- 
pened to our hero in town, while his miſ- 
treſs was ſecluded at her aunt's in the coun- 
try, we ſhall proceed to unravel the affair, 
in as clear and conciſe a manner as we are 


able. 


From the time of Mr. Saville's parting 
from Captain Belmont in the park, he had 


often been very uneaſy at the ſituation in 


which that gentleman's affairs ſtood, and 
would chearfully have uſed all his intereſt 
to ferve him in it, if that would have 


 availed. 


But ſee the ſtrange capriciouſneſs of 
Fate ; he met him no more till on a time, 


and 
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GUARDIAN. w 
and in a temper he little expected, from 
which circumſtances the moſt dreadful 
conſequences were likely to enſue. 


ö a _ To give the reader a more clear idea of 
5 this affair, we muſt beg his attention to a 
1 ſtory which, as it is inter woven with the 

thread of this narration, though it may at 
7 firſt appear to be a digreſſion, we cannot 
I diſpenſe with relating. 1 


Horatio, though he was ſurrounded 
with pleaſure and diſſipation, was yet far 
from being happy, and would oftentimes 
ſteal from his company, and the roar of 
mirth, to ride or walk into the country and 
contemplate the ſcenes of ſimple nature. 


One evening, riding to C—, accom- 
panied only by his faithful James, it was 
| his chance to fall in with a man on horſe- 


back, 


| 
| 
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back, followed by a ſervant, who kept a 
lady prifoner, preventing her ſcreaming by 


ſtuffing a handkerchief into her mouth, 
which, however, at times putting by, ſhe 


found opportunity ſufficient to exclaim, 


villain! help! murder !—Alarmed by theſe 
cries, Horatio made up to the ſervant to 
enquire the reaſon of this extraordinary 
treatment, ordering James to ride forward 
and ſtop his maſter; but the man anfwer- 
ed by drawing a piſtol from his holſter and 
firing ir ar him, which, however, luckily 
miſſed of its aim; he then preſented ano- 
ther, which flaſhed in the pan; and per- 


ceiving Mr. Saville's hanger drawn, he 


threw his priſoner from the horſe, and 
rode on the ſpur after his maſter, who was 
by this time out of ſight, James returning 
from the purſuit without haying been able 
to overtake him. The lady happily fall- 
ing in a marſhy ground, received no other 
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64 de 


GUARDIAN. 17 
damage than wet and dirt; ſhe was ſwooned 
away, but on her recovery returned the 
moſt hearty thanks to her deliverer ; who, 
after he had conducted her to a houſe, 
where ſhe cleaned and refreſhed herſelf, in- 
ſiſted on ſeeing her ſafe to her lodgings, 
which were not far from the houſe of the 
widow at C——, The curioſity of Ho- 
ratio being excited by the circumſtances 
in which he found the lady, it was natural 
for him to enquire of her the cauſes of ſuch 
an extraordinary affair as he had been wit- 
neſs to: Alas ! Sir, ſaid ſhe, to tell you the 
_ reaſon of my ill treatment, it is neceſſary 
for me to recount all the particulars of mx 
unhappy ſtory, which may coſt me many 
a tear, and you a tedious attention ; but 
If you think it worth your hearing, I will 
relate it as well as I am able. Our adven- 
turer bowed aſſent; and remaining filent, 
the fair one thus began, 
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CHAP. Iv. 


Hiſtory of Miſs Laura Sanpsr. 


T name is Laura Sandby ; I owed 
my birth to a Weſt India mer- 


chant, who was eſteemed a wealthy man; 


b at » 
he brought me up in a moſt tender man- 


ner. Many advantageous matches were of- 


fered me, which I ſaw rejected by my pa- 
rents, without concern, as I had great rea- 
ſon to believe the fortune I was ſuppoſed 
to ſtar] poſſeſſed of had more charms for 
them than my perſon; and, for my own 


part, my heart yet remained untouched, 


Byt my father's death, which happened 
when I was about ſixteen, releaſed me 


from all concerns of this nature Un- 


happy man ! his circumſtances were ſo far 
from being what we and every one ſup- 
poſed, that the creditors ſeized every thing 
on his deceaſe, except a little paternal in- 
heritance 
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GUARDIAN. 19 


heritance of about 5ol. per annum, with 
which my mother withdrew from the eyes 
of thoſe who had ſeen her live in ſplendor, 
and I accompanied her to a rural retreat, 


without ſighing for the pleaſures I had left 


behind me. Being of a ſerious turn, tho 
young, I had a paſſionate fondneſs for the 


ſcenes of ſimple nature; in which I pro- 
miſed myſelf to reap a ſatisfaction which 


I never thoroughly experienced in a buſy 


world, and paſs my days in peace and 
| tranquility. But this laſted not long 8 
A young gentleman one day paſſing by, 
was overtaken by a ſtorm, which drove 


him to ſeek ſhelter in a little grove bor- 
dering on our habitation. My mother 
happening to eſpy him from the window, 
courteouſly invited him to walk in and re- 


poſe himſelf till the tempeſt vas over. He 


accepted the courteous offer. I Was then 
in wand chamber reading; but the thunder, 
lightening, 


— — 
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lightening, and wind fo diſturbed me, that 
I threw by my book, and came down into 
the lower room to my mother. On my 
opening the door, I was not a little ſur- 
prized to ſee a young gentleman there: 
He aroſe and bowed profoundly to me; I 
curtſied, not without ſome emotion; an 
involuntary bluſh over-ſpread my cheeks, 


and 195 heart beat with unuſual palpita- 
tions. I thought I had never in my life 


beheld a man ſo handſome : he was a fine 


tall youth, about nineteen; his black hair 


curled in artleſs ringlets in his neck: his 
features were extremely regular, and amaz- 


ingly ſweet, yet ſtrongly marked and 
. manly ; health bloomed on his cheek ; his 


air was genteel ; his manner ſprightly and 
engaging. He entered into a diſcourſe 


firſt with my mother, and afterwards with 


me; and ſhe found his company ſo agree- 


able, that ſhe engaged him to ſtay to tea 
with us. He accepted the invitation. 
During 
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GUARDIAN: 2t 
During his ſtay, I obſerved with pleaſure 
that his eyes were perpetually on me; yet 
4 whenever they met mine, he reſpectfully 
7 withdrew them, as if fearing to oppreſs 
me. We diſcourſed on ſeveral ſubjects, 
and ſcarce one of which he did not ſeem 
to be completely maſter : good ſenſe, free- 
dom, and modeſty ſeemed in him united; 
his obſervations were juſt, his ſentiments - 

refined, and his judgement ſound: In 
ſhort, the mental accompliſhments of his 
mind were equal to his perſonal ones; and 
it was with regret that I thought of part- 
ing with him : when he went away he took 
the liberty of ſaluting me; I was pleaſed 
thar he did ſo. After his departure, I 
found myſelf uneaſy ; he had in a man- 
ner invited himſelf again, and likewiſe told 
us he ſhould be glad of our company at 
Sir Edward 's, Who he ſaid was his 
father. My mother declined this offer. 


I was 
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I was ſorry for it, yet knew not why I was 
ſo. Never before had I the leaſt deſire of 


acquiring any new acquaintance. The 
next day I found myſelf ſtill more uneaſy; 


I could neither eat nor drink. My mo- 
ther was alarmed; ſhe enquired into the 
cauſe of my diſorder, but I could not men- 
tion any. On the third morning, that in- 
dulgent parent ſeeing me ſtill in this con- 
dition, thus addreſſed me: My dear 
child, I cannot bear to ſee you thus; 
« why will you make me a ſtranger to 
the ſecrets of your heart; you refuſe 
your food, your, reſt; your eyes are 
« brimful of tears, yet you ſay nothing 
ails you: O, my Laura, you have learn- 
ed to diſſemble.”—< I could not refrain 
from tears; I unfolded to my mother 
the ſituation of my heart.” „ Theſe, 


“ ſaid ſhe, are ſymptoms of a growing 


e paſſion; pray Heaven it may prove an 
% happy one - But conſider, my dear, 
* 
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<« the difference of ſituations between you 
« and young Mr. * * **, Sir Edward is 


„e rich; he is ambitious; is it likely that 


e he will match his ſon into a ruined fa- 
mily like ours? Try, then, my dear, 
to compoſe yourſelf; but fear not here- 
after to truſt me with the ſecret emo- 
* tions of your heart.” I promiſed to 
endeavour this; nay, I could hardly be 
brought to think that it was love, had not 
my mother aſſerted it, which had thus diſ- 
compoſed me. I choſe rather to attribute 
it to an hyſterical habit, ſome diſorder of 
the body, or any cauſe but love; but the 
malady increaſed, to the great grief of my 
mother. One day entering my chamber, ſhe 
told me ſhe had words of comfort to ſpeak 
to me. It is in vain, Laura,“ ſaid that 
beſt of parents, to endeavour longer to 
« deceive either me or yourſelf ;—you 
« love the young Mr. * * „ you muſt. 
« confeſs you do. [I bluſhed.] That 
- "<6. young 
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cc 


4 


young gentleman (continued ſhe) has 


been here; he has aſked my permiſſion | 


to viſit you“ to viſit me! on what foot- 
ing, madam ;”—on that of courtſhip, 


Laura, be not ſurpriſed; his ſituation in 


life is far above you, but love is a great 


* leveller—lI have referred him to you 
myſelf to his father. You may ſee, 
my dear, I place great confidence in 


your prudence; but I would truſt you 


thus, that you may be encouraged to 


conceal nothing from me in the courſe 


of your future correſpondence.— Oh 


my mother, did I ever give you cauſe 


to ſuſpect me of ſuch diſingenuouſneſs !” 
Never, my daughter; but the paſ- 


ſion which now you harbour in your 


breaſt is a great changer of principles in 


this reſpect; and ſhe who has been open, 


ſincere, ingenuous, often becomes ſhy, 
artful, and reſerved, the moment ſhe 


entertains it. You, Laura, have not 
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c yet experienced this ;—remember my 
<« precepts, and may you be happy in your 
« wiſhes. To-morrow your lover will vi- 
« ſit you.—It will not be long before I 


« ſhall viſit his father. Heavens bleſs 


« you, my dear, and grant the ſucceſs of 
« this affair may reſtore you to that ſtation 
in life which your parent's imprudence 
* degraded you from.“ | 


I was much affected with this ſpeech: I 
waited with impatience for the arrival of 
my lover ;—T paſſed a tedious night; ſhort 
were my ſlumbers, and interrupted with 
frequent dreams of Mr.. ***. He came 
at the time appointed, and never was a paſ- 
fion, as I thought, more viſible in any man 
than in him. I will not tire you, Sir, with 
a repetition of his vows, his proteſtations, 
his declarations of eternal love. Suffice it to 


ſay, they were ſuch as would have wrought 


upon any female of my years, and in my 
ſituation. I ſhewwed i in my behaviour; I 


was 
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was, indeed, too ſincere to conceal it. He 


ſaw plainly my ſentiments, for he read them 


in my eyes, and eaſily perceived he had a 
powerful advocate in my heart We 
parted not without marks of mutual ten- 
derneſs : he begged my leave to renew his 
viſit ;—need I tell you he obtained it? 
Often were they repeated: alas too often 
for my peace. 


My mother in the mean time prepared 
to call upon the old gentleman; but as 
ſhe exceeded the time appointed, ſhe was 
informed he was departed for London : 
This was, indeed, a diſappointment, and 
the next time ſhe ſaw his ſon ſhe could not 
forbear expreſſing her ſurpriſe at it. My 
<« father (ſaid he) had buſineſs unexpect- 
« ed, which called him away; but had 
« you attended on him in time, this had 
c not been the caſe: you know I invited ' 
« you to his a: your company will be 

* now 
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t now equally acceptable, ladies, at mne; 
c for ſuch, in effect, it is while he is ab- 
<« ſent. My couſin keeps the houſe; ſhe 
6 will welcome you with joy.” But my 
mother, from prudential motives, declined 
the invitation. However, ſhe delayed not ta 
write to Sir Edward, according to his ſon's 
directions. She received an anſwer favour- 
able to his ſon's purpoſe, whoſe addreſſes 
were renewed with double force. Our 
loves were now unreſtrained. I was in. 


| duced to look on him as a huſband, and 


he declared that he conſidered me as a 
wife. If the conſideration of wealth could 


have added to my happineſs, it would not 
have been wanting: my lover promiſed to 
raiſe me to the poſſeſſion of an eſtate above 


my moſt ſanguine expectations, had I been 
even in the height of my proſperity. 
Charming Laura, (ſaid he) there is no 
<< pleaſure equal to that of ſnatching me- 


FP YT WET . PER ey 


28 Tur GENEROUS 


Vorit from obſcurity, of bringing virtue 


from the ſhade of poverty to the ſun- 
«ſhine of proſperity. What a joy will it 
„be to our parents, and to the world, to 


5+ ſee-you-filling a ſtation for which Hea- 


ven ſeems to have deſigned you. Be- 
% lieve me, my dear, the Great Diſ- 
<« poſer of all has left many things un- 
done, merely to give us an opportunity 


of completing them. Such is the caſe 
<<. with regard to thoſe inequalities, which 
„ are generally complained of. They 
are but ſo many chaſms in nature, which 
religion, virtue, benevolence, all call 
son us to fill up. Bleſſed be the contend- 


« ing elements which drove me to ſeek. 
« for ſhelter near your habitation ; for 
« ever bleſſed the moment, when I fixed 


< my eyes on a young lady of merit like 
yours. O, Laura, when joined to you, 
I ſhall not envy the ſplendor of princes, 
11 „„ Hor 


7 2 


2 * wm, . % 
Por et J * 
2 
© a n 
4 4 * 
any 14 4 5 * IL” 
8 e 9 2 Fer . 2 4 > — „ * Fn” 5 4 5 tr " K — 2 - — < L. nd -, 8 * 2 * in * * 12 * * 
* * S 1 2 E * 1 4 A 4 'N I, * 5 +. xe; 2 7 & 8 * * 
* n * TUES an. 1 gs 7 GNP Nos . 4 £ 4 py = 
Ei 3 8 8 8 * 2 — N N ha . N wy — See * TAS 2 8 1 bY. + * * . * IE " 3 85 I E 
5 r 24 n W . * aL INS n 2 Fx 8 2 Ma 8 WC <a Pas, 
4 - * * —_— * 2 N 5 7 * * — 


* = ARES 
WP. Se 


_ —_— . — rp ID va a 
ee a en ER, 9 f 8 
5 : © NSD . 


e 


oy 
n 7 


PRs ob 


2 


— 
7 
Px: . 
re 
3 : ESD 


. 


- 
{2 + C 
7 
4 * 
by, 3 
11 
þ 1 x 7 
% x 
3 : « J 
3 
£ Þ 
Xx 4 
boy * 
* * 
7 13 
3 
2 
. 4 . 
7 
1 
1 +1 
Ky 
& 
5 
. 2 
LEN 
2 
* 
# 
> 
\ 
2 
i 
4 
bt 
* 
ir] 
1 


— 
wt 
& 
> 
31 
-x 
2 
24 
3 
z 
= 
i 
1 
$4 
8 
5 
£4 
2 
1 
* 
1 


GUARDIAN. 29 


Gy nor r the enjoyments of the moſt happy. 
*I aſk but the poſſeſſion of my love, and 
leave the reſt to Heaven.“ Thus ſooth- 
ed, the ſubtle poiſon crept into my veins, 
and I was even, as it were, intoxicated 
with paſſion. Mr. * * perceived it, 
and rejoiced in his triumph: pleaſure 
ſparkled in his eyes, and diffuſed a grate- 
ful glow over his countenance, which 
added to his charms. I had every thing 
to encourage me. Mean while my lover 
received a ſummons from his father to at- 


tend him, who was at that time ſick in 


London. He departed not without the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances of conſtancy ; telling 
me, he would ſend for me up as ſoon 


as the Baronet's health ſhould amend. 


But, contrary to his expectations, his ma- 
lady, we were afterwards informed by his 
letters, grew worſe and worſe, and his life 
was deſpaired of. This adventure with 

 noifiecn > 0G - the 
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the ſon of Sir Edward had drawn upon me 
the attention of all the neighbours. Our 
habitation now no longer deſerved the 
name of ſolitude; a thouſand pretences 
were formed by the neighbouring gentry 
to ſee this jewel, which had ſo long been 
hidden in the dark. (Thus they were 
pleaſed to compliment me.) One young 
- gentleman was remarkably particular in 
his viſits, and at laſt, being of a very 
ſincere turn, took an opportunity to aſk 
me whetker it were really true, that I was 
engaged to Mr. ****, 1 thought the 
queſtion abrupt, and heſitated not to tell 3 
him ſo. I ſhall never forget his anſwer. _ N 
« Madam, (faid he) I know well what is 
<« decreed to your ſex—T know the defe- . ; 
e rence they expect from us, and where q 
I have no ſerious concern, I know how a 
« moſt ſcrupulouſly to pay it. But my 
« happineſs, perhaps hours is now in the 
L queſtions 
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GUARDIAN. J1 
« queſtion ; charming Laura, I love you. 
« Is then the demand improper. I 
« would be acquainted with the nature of 
« your engagements, leſt in purſuing a 


laudable paſſion I ſhould wrong the fair 
object of it, or injure another; excuſe, 


« therefore, my plainneſs, which proceeds 


not from want of reſpect, but has its 


foundation in a love of rectitude, and 
« youchſafe to anſwer my queſtion with 
« the ſame ſincerity as I propoſe it.” If 
1 was ſtruck with the juſtice of his re- 


marks; yet my pride was too great to own 
them: However I anſwered him in a few 
words, that I was, indeed, engaged to the 
perſon he mentioned, and that he would 


therefore do well to follow his © rules of 
reftitude,” and ſay no more to me on the 
ſubject. He bowed and withdrew, with- 
out ſhewing any other mark than that of 
5 of diſpleaſure, at my anſwer. > 
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"Hiſtory of Miſs Laura Sax DRV continued. 
| F HE correſpondence continued ſtill 
between me and my lover, till at 
laſt Sir Edward dying, the young Baronet 
thought fit to ſend for me to town, whi- 
ther my mother would alſo have accom- 
panied me, but that it pleaſed Heaven at 
that time to afflict her with a fit of ſick- 
neſs. Eager as I ſhould otherwiſe have 
been to ſet out on my intended journey, I 
offered to excuſe myſelf to Sir Harry, as 
he was now called, and remain to attend 
on her. But ſhe would not hear of it. 
« My dear, ſaid ſhe, let not any misfor- 
tune of mine be a bar to your tuture 
welfare. I cannot do by you what I 


*« ought myſelf. —A young perſon, de- 
* void of the gifts of fortune, and edu- 
« cated like you, is obnoxious to a thou- 
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« ſand ſnares : I rejoice in the hope that 


my child will ſoon be delivered from 
ſuch dangers. Sir Harry ſhall appears 
as warm as ever ; damp not his ardour 
by ſtudied delays; ſome little difficul- 


ties may, perhaps, increaſe love, but 


too many with men of a lively turn will 
extinguiſh it. We ought not to doubt 


« the honour of his intentions, after his 
repeated aſſurances, and thoſe of his 


cc 


worthy father, the good Sir Edward 
yet at the ſame time it is proper to re- 
member what we owe to ourſelves and 
to the world; and as there is no point 
in which juſtice and ſincerity are leſs 
regarded, or oftener violated, than in 
the dealings between the two ſexes, 


« young women, indeed, cannot be too 


much on their guard in that reſpect ; 


yet it behoves them at the ſame time to 


Zuſe an eaſy and unafſeed. caution, ever 


C 4 * ſeeming 


6h11 — 2 „Kö 


—— ͤ ͤ—— 


34 Tus GENEROUS 


ſeeming to confide in their lover, as 


ſfuppoſing him to be above an ill action, 
“ unleſs he give open and manifeſt proofs 
of his evil intentions. Thus warned, 
* my dear, I would have you proceed to 
town: your couſin, with whom I have 


«| ever kept on good terms, will receive 


u, perhaps, with the more readineſs, 


F when my letters ſhall inform her of 


<« yaur approaching good fortune: I had 
thought, indeed, to have bred you up 
+<the child of ſolitude; but this was 4 


virtue of neceſſity, and Heaven has 


7 «thought fit to call you forth into a more 
«enlarged ſphere. Neglect not to let 


me hear frequently from you; be not 
* backward in aſking my advice in any 
« thing char concerns your welfarez and 
« eſpecially be careful to acquaint me with 
+ every particular of Sir Harry's: beba- 
* your. Adieu! God bleſs my child! 
N ps « and 
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cc and never let Laura in public life for- 


1 Laura! in the ſolitude.” 


Such were the nth words of the beſt 


of parents; ſhe embraced me while her 


tears bedewed my face. It may be, ſaid 
<« ſhe, I may never ſee my child again; 


l if it be ſo, to the great parent of all do 


« I commend her.” I left my mother by 


her own deſire, and proceeded to. town,, 
_ where I was received by my couſin (whoſe: 
name was Gifford); ſhe was a widow, and 
as I afterwards found was well acquainted 
with Sir Harry. 'I:met with a-polite re- 
eeption enough, and the next day had an 
interview with the Baronet at her houſe. 
He ſeemed as warm as ever in his. proteſ- 
tations, and declared nothing gave him ſo 


much pleaſure as that he had it in his 
power to beſtow his fortune on ſo deſery-- 


ing a young lady. But when, (faid. he) 
C 5; when. 
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when will my charmer conſent to make 


me“ happy.” What anſwer could I re- 
turn to ſuch a queſtion ; I bluſhed. Mrs. 


. Gifford undertook to deliver me from my 
confuſion. © Why, Sir Harry, faid ſhe, 
] am as eager as you can be to ſee you 


% happy with my coulin, (that was her 


< expreſſion) but preparations for an. af- 


<« fair of this nature take ſome time; and 


as I ſuppoſe you would chuſe to have 
the ceremony public, (he bowed) we 
muſt take a longer time than, perhaps, 


« your impatience may approve of:? 


She named ſome diſtant day, which gave 


him an opportunity of ſhewing how de- 
ſirous he was to have the union completed 
ſooner. My charming Laura, ſaid he, 


(taking my hand and preſſing it to his lips) 
would you be cruel enough ſo long to de- 


lay my happineſs. What could 1 do but 


again refer him to my couſin, who was then 
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Rill directing her eyes towards Sir Harry 
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in the place of a mother to me. After 


much converſation on the ſubject, they 
determined that we ſhould be joined ſome 
time within the month. Mean while the 
Baronet came every day conſtantly to ſee 
me, and took me frequently abroad with 
him in his chariot.. One evening he en; 


Marriage; -I was ſo much affected by the 


madneſs of Iſabella, that as it was a longtime 
ſince I had ſeen a performance of this kind. 
the fulneſs of my heart, and the heat of 
the place conſpiring, I fainted away. This | 


cauſed ſome diſturbance in the houſe; and 


no ſooner was I recovered; and the Baro: 


net withdrawing with me, than a, lady, 


who had eyed us attentively, whiſked by 
with great emotion, pronouncing the word 
ungrateful ! with a particular emphaſis, 
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The gentleman who led her out preſently 
returned, and put into his hand a biller, 
which he pocketed haſtily, at the ſame time 
viſibly: changing colour. I could not for- 
bear aſking him ſome queſtions concerning 

_ this adventure, when we were in the cha- 
riot together. After a little heſitation, he 
informed me that this lady was a perſon 
once deſigned him for a wife by Sir Ed- 
ward; but matters of ſettlement not being 
adjuſted ſo ſoon as might have been ex- 
pected, and the lady in the mean time 
ſhewing great ſigns of imprudence in her 
violent conduct, the match was broke off; 
and ever ſince ſhe had taken upon her io 
3 fly-out whenever ſhe ſaw him in company 
with any ſtrange lady. I thought (added 
he) ſhe had been in the country. [From my 
foul I have ſince believed that to be true.) 
As to the note, he ſaid, he ſuppoſed it was 
ſome bravado from the fool, her brother; 
and 


GUARDIAN. 39 


and when I expreſſed my fears for his wel- 


fare, and my curioſity awakened, began 
to enquire farther into the affair, he hum- 
med a tune and changed the diſcourſe : 
I, greatly alarmed, did not fail to com- 
municate every circumſtance to Mrs. Gif- 


ford of what had happened, and wrote an 
account of it to my mother, which my 


couſin ſaid ſhe would incloſe in a letter of 
her own; at the ſame time ſhe deſired me 
to make myſelf eaſy, ſaying ſhe had heard 
ſomething of the ſtory of this lady (whom 
ſhe called Miſs Forde) in Sir Edward's 
life time; that ſhe was always violent in 


her paſſions, inſomuch that ſome people 
thought her bead was a little diſordered. 


The next morning came Sir Harry; the 


cloud which, in ſpite of his affected gaiety, 
had hung on his brow, was cleared. 1 


have ſeen (ſaid he, throwing himſelf 
into a chair) that fooliſh fellow Forde— 
| 00 1 
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„ hope, ſaid No harm, my Laura, 
] aſſure you: I met him, though by ap- 
| 8 pointment in that dirty bit of paper, 
1 « in Hyde-park; and how do you think 
. RY ended?“ < You are to chuſe your wea- 

* pon, Sir Harry:“ I wear it by my ſide, 
« Sir, and drew immediately.” After a 
< paſs or two, he called a. parley : © what 
<< ſignifies our cutting each other's throats, 
<< we have been friends once (cried he); 


will. you accommodate matters, Sir 
« Harry ?” I. was not: willing to take his 
4 life; we: had a conference: the iſſue 
.«< was, that he informed me he had heard 
« of my engagement to you, whom he 
« ſuppoſed to be the lady I had taken with 
j me to the play laſt night. He added, 
= - he knew you to be worthy of me; but 
0 my unhappy ſiſter, (ſaid he) ſhe. is of 
ſuch a temper, that ſhe can never bear 
3 to hear of this marriage, and then made 
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e a requeſt which I own I was unwilling 
to grant, but which and yet I fear 
my dear Miſs Sandby will take it ill.“ 
No apologies, Sir Harry (cried my couſin); 
and then he proceeded to inform us, that 
for the ſake of not farther wounding the 
heart of Miſs Forde, he had agreed to 
keep our marriage for ſome time private, 
and to have it celebrated by his own Chap- 
lain at a country ſeat of his, whence we 
were to return to town in about ſix weeks, 
by which time Miſs Forde would be gone 
abroad upon a viſit to her relations in 
France. 


1 muſt own I greatly diſreliſned this 
propoſal; I ſuſpected his truth, and be- 
gan to compare his preſent conduct with 
his behaviour the night before, and could 
not but think I had reaſon for doubting 

his honour. Sir Harry perceived my un- 
D“ 1  ealineſs, 
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eaſineſs, and attempted to comfort me; 1 j 
behaved very coldly to him ; but he ſwore 
he would not leave me till I had pardoned 11 
him, an offence which nothing but bun. 
nity could have occaſioned him to com- 
mit againſt me. My couſin took me aſide; 
ſhe ſoothed me ; ſhe proteſted ſhe believed 
the motive my lover had aſſigned for his 
conduct to be a true one. You know 
« not, ſaid ſhe, the generoſity of his con- 
duct, the ſenſibility of his heart; where 
ehe cannot love, he can pity; and it ought 
to recommend him to you who are 
about to be ſo nearly allied to him, that 
« he is ſo tender of the ſex in general 
* what an excellent huſband will he 
« prove !”—T was obliged to be ſatisfied" 
with this kind of reaſoning for the pre- 
ſent ; yet I failed not to fend an account. 
of what had paſſed to my mother, not a 
brtle ſurprized at hearing nothing from 
| 420135 - her 


2 Ne E 2.3 * £3 2 


1 
r 


GUARD IA N. 43 


her ſince my laſt addreſs, though I was 


aſſured from good authority, that her 


health was rather advanced than declined 


ſince I left her. At laſt, however, an 
anſwer arrived couched in theſe terms: 


cc Me DEAR Cup, - 1 


1 I ſhould much ſooner have anſwered 


72 


vyour ſcruples, relative to Sir Harry, but 


that I waited till I could, by comparing 
together ſome particulars of his beha- 
viour, which you deemed exception- 
able, form a judgment on the tenor of 


it. In this, every letter of your's, or 
your coulin's, muſt neceſſarily afford 
me new lights. That prudent lady has, 


indeed, taken great pains to ſtate the 
matter; and I ſcruple not to declare, 
that if Sir Harry gives you no other 
cauſe. of complaint than. ſuch as you 
have already, mentioned, and which, on 

« examination, 


me at Sir George Deniſon's at C- 
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appears to ariſe even from a laudable 
„motive, I can ſee no room for your ob- 
« jectimg to his addreſſes, in which you 
need not doubt but he is in earneſt, and 
„ your union with him will give me the 
« higheſt pleaſure I am capable of below. 
Though my indifpoſition is not ſo vio- 


permit me no longer to hold up my 


6c 

« lent as it was when you left me, it will 
cc 

head than to aſſure you that 1 * 


6c My dear Laure, 
* Your very afeftionate parent, ; 


* EL. SanpBy.” 


Was not this letter, Sir, authority 
enough for me to proceed upon; ] be- 
came leſs reſerved; I accompanied my 
lover every where; among many other 
places, where he viſited, he introduced 


Sir 


GUARDIAN. 45 
Sir George Deniſon's, ecchoed Mr. Sa- 
ville !-—It was there, then, that I had farſt 
the pleaſure of ſeeing you; I thought I 
recollected your features. Pardon my in- 
terruption, madam. Nor was I a ſtran- 
ger to your perſon, Mr. Saville; I alſo re- 
colle&, that I heard you celebrated for a 


young gentleman of honour, and one I 


believe to have been hardly dealt with. 
But I will go on with my narrative, if it 
has not already tired you. Horatio re- 
maining filent, ſhe thus proceeded :—At 


this houſe, I was not a little ſurprized to 


ſee my former lover make one of the com- 
pany. He changed colour at the ſight of 
me—I am apt to think my face under- 
went a like viciſſitude: I avoided as much 
as poſſible any converſation with him; yet, 
tor the firſt time, did the Baronet appear 
jealous. I looked on the gentleman as 


only an occaſional viſitor there, but have | 
fince 


— 1) 
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ſince found he had more intimate connec- 
tions with the family. Sir Harry, how- 
ever, found means to break off his ac- | 
quaintance with the worthy Sir George by 
little and little. All this time our nup- 
tials were deferred: It was not my place 
to preſs for their celebration. On my 
couſin, however, I depended for that 
friendly office. When above a month had | ; 
paſſed in this manner, ſhe gave me to un- Þ| 4 
derftand, that I muſt think of preparing 
myſelf to fet out with the Baronet for his 
country ſeat in H————re, where our 
nuptials were to be celebrated, and whi- 
ther ſhe herſelf would accompany us, I 
thought it ſtrange the ceremony could not 
firſt paſs in town, but ſuffered myſelf to 
be perſuaded by her arguments into a mea- 
ure I have ever fince repented. She with- 
drew, and my lover ſoon ſucceeded, who 
An all that 1 is generally thought due to 
tenderneſs, 
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deenderneſs, decorum and reſpect, on the 
3 1 occaſion. I was forced to repeat my con- 
z 1 ſent to his propoſal; and on the day ap- 
pPjaointed, we ſet out for H ge, after 
II had firſt wrote into the country an ac- 
cceiount of my intended journey. 


vw 
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TACT 
Hiſtory of Miſs LAuRA SAnDBY continued. 
a FTER little more than a day's eaſy 


and pleaſant. travelling, we arrived 


near the end of October at the Baronet's 
ſeat, which was a truly old faſhioned one; 
a mote ſurrounded the walls, from whence 
a ſignal being given of our arrival to the 
ſervants within, a huge draw-bridge, was 
let down, over which we drove into the 
court-yard ; Sir Harry riding on horſe- 
back, as by choice he had done all the 


journey. I cannot ſay but I was ſtruck . 


with a ſecret terror when I entered this 
gloomy manſion, which ſomewhat reſem- 
bled thoſe caſtles deſcribed in romance, 
where the giants ufed to keep ladies con- 
fined. However, I put on the beſt face I 


could. Sir Harry welcomed me with a 


kind falute, and we were elegantly enough 
entertained, 


K —— — 
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entertained. He told me he expected his 
Chaplain down in a ſhort time, who would 
wake him the happieſt of men. The next 
day he engaged me with him alone, and be- 
gun to talk of many alterations in his 
houſhold to me, as if I were already Lady 
* * ; he then preſented me with ſevera} 
Jewels, that he ſaid belonged formerly to 
his mother: We entered into a very ſeri- 
ous and tender diſcourſe ; but towards the 
cloſe of it, he began to take many liber- 
ties, which at firſt I only rebuked him 
for; till finding he looked on ſuch faint 
denials as rather encouragements to pro- 
ceed than otherwiſe, I was ſomewhat more 
explicit; but all the anſwer I received 
was, Fie! on ſuch modeſty; my dear, 
my love, are you not mine; yes, yes, you 
are my bride: He then began a diſcourſe, 
in which he affected to ſpeak ſlightly of 
the marriage ceremony, which, while 1 


Was 
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was anſwering with diſdain, he caught me 
in his arms, and almoſt ſtifling me with 
kiſſes, renewed the liberties I had com- 
plained of. On this I ſcreamed aloud, and 
my couſin entering the room, he quitted 
me, and in an inſtant changed his note. 
Charming Laura ! chaſte maid, ſaid he, 
„ forgive this trial of thy virtue, when I 


« ſwear thou art now, if poſſible, more 


dear to me than ever. To-morrow ſhall 


« make us one, and make me the hap- 


« pieſt of mortals.” I received this de- 
claration very coldly, as much ſuſpecting 


his honour ; but my couſin, after having 


reprimanded the Baronet for his rude trial 
of me, as ſhe termed it, taking me alide, 
argued fo ftrongly in his favour, that my 
preſent ſituation, and above all my ſecret 
regard for the ſeducer, ſeconded her per- 
ſuaſions ſo effectually, that I conſented to 
his propoſal. And on the next day we 
I were 


" GUARDIAN. 5i 
were joined in 'preſence: of | mp' couſin; a 
neighbouring gentleman; the Baronet's 
houſe-keeper, and another of his ſervants; 
in his private chapel, and my Huſbaud- 
lover emphatically declared himſelf upp 
My couſin ſtaid but-tili-the-day after rhe 
conſummation, and tlien left us, charged 
with a pacquet to my mother; but the had 
been gone only a few hours when I received 
letters intimating that my parent as n 
more, and incloſing ſome halfcfiniſhed 
ones intended for me, in which the ex- 
preſſed an opinion of my huſband widely 
different from that which ſhe ſeemed to 
have expreſſed in thoſe I had before re- 
ceived. Theſe. were forwarded to me by 
a worthy old gentleman of the name of 
Seymour, who had known my mother in 
her proſperity ; and having a ſeat near our 
ſolitude, as I uſed to call it, had been a 
conſtant friend to her in her retirement. 
Vol. II. -—— He 
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He had the:charge of che little ſhe had to 
leave, He wrote but coldly of Sir Harry. 
Good God! how doubly was I ſhocked. 
My kuſband entered whilſt I was reading 
my letters, and with httle ceremony took 
up one of them which | had laid down. 
He, however, apologized when he had 
half read it. But I then ſuffered him to 
proceed. The Baronet changed counte- 
nanee at. ſome paſſages relating to himſelf, 
which he ſaid he hoped I credited not: I 
told him I hoped he would never give me 
occaſion; I choſe: not to ſay more. I 
thought, as he had now fulfilled at leaſt his 
engagements to me, it was my place to be 
reſpectful to him: The grief, however» 
which poſſeſſed me for the loſs of my dear 
mother, obliged. me to retire to my cloſet, 
where I gave full vent to my ſorrows : 
| For ſeveral days I ſhut myſelf. up in this 
| } 222 manner, even from the . Baronet himſelf, 
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yet was received by him with joy at bed 
ard board. Mean while he neither talked 
of returning to London, nor did any com- 
pany frequent his houſe : All this T'chought 
owing to his delicacy, which cared not, at 
ſuch a time, to diſturb me; but after 
ſome weeks had elapſed, Sir Harry ſcem⸗ 
ed, as I imagined, not fo warm in his af” 
fections. At laſt, I one day took the . 
berty of aſking whether I had done any 
oY to _ him ? He W replied, | 
relive ths chin he had at that 
time leine perplexing affairs in his head, 
which he believed would ſoon call him to 
town : And ſo indeed they did; for the 
very next morning, without any leave taken 
of me, he ſet our Whilſt I Was "reading i in 
my chamber. 1 came not down till din- 
ner time, when enquiring for Sir Harry, 


the houſe keeper replied, ſomewhat quick, 


U 2 % why 
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+. why. he's, gone to London.“ I was, not 
uſed to ſuch bluntneſs, and expreſſing great 
ſurprize, could not help checking her 
for her rndeneſs. . She, ſeemed, however, 


not to notice my rebukes, but pulled a 
letter from her boſom, and gave it me 


with a ſmile of contempt. It contained 


theſe words, ſtill r in my remem- 
branee. 


te © Mapa, 


- « The ſolemn farce i is over, . and your 

* vanity has its reward, If I. was diſap- 
pointed of my deſires in ane way, I have 
obtained them. in another. However, 
„I will be now ſo honeſt to inform you, 
the man was not a parſon who joined 
« us, the witneſſes are my own, and the 
gentleman who gaye you away is my 

« ſteward: Your couſin too is in my 
1 5 ret» you are over reached, and 
; 3 | « are 
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«are not Lady ** **, as your proud, 
fond heart imagined;” Bur if you be- 
have well, and keep your own counſel, 
you may poſſibly be entertained as Lady 
« **#*#*2% woman; I have, indeed, broke 
« your ſlight web, but ſhall in a day or 
two be firmly yoked to one of higher 
« deſcett and better cifcumſtances than 
her whom you would have palmed on 


4 en humble ſervant, 
= „ Hzxxr 


P. 8. Dont be violent, Miſs Sand- 
by; I have ordered my houſe-keeper to 

« pay you 50 l. which ſhall be continued 
" annually if you behave” not ſo as to for- 
« feit i it. Confider, you are totally de- 


6 pendant on me; act accordingly, and 
« will ſtill provide for you as a miſtreſs.” 


« If you can be introduced as an atrend- 
« ant on Lady , as 1 hinted, our 
6 connections will be the leſs ſuſpected ui 


D 3 I fainted 


— 
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I fainted on the peruſal of this letter, 
ory It was with ſome difficulty the ſervants 
recovered me; when they did, it was only 
to awake me to a freſh ſenſe of woe: The 
houſe-keeper ſeemed not to pity me; ſhe 
bad, no wonder, enjoyed leſs of her maſ-. 
ter's favour ſince my arrival: She offered 
me a 30 l. note; I daſhed it on the floor, 
and was for quitting the houſe that in- 
ſtant, but they had orders, they ſaid, to 
detain me. However, when I recovered 
a little my cooler reaſon, I ſaw they would 
not be ſorry if, without blame to them, I 


eſcaped. : Accordingly. J packed up the 
moſt valuable of my things, (leaving the 
jewels which , the vile Sir Harry had pre- 
ſcnred,, beh. nd me) and watching my op- 
portunity, | got clear of the houſe in the 
duſk.of the eyening, not 11 [ had ſo = 


9 


ber a note expreſſing my e. of his 
cruel HEATRenty and e arb Of himſelf 
and 
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and his ſcandalous offers. I intended to 


direct my courſe towards the Hufe of 4 
neighbouring gentleman, Ben I had often 


heard my mother mention with reſpect. 
But I had ſcarcely proceeded twel alles: 


before I found myſelf; ſurrounded by a 


number of horſemen, oe of whom ſeized: 
me, and faſtened me on a horſe; I ſcream- : 
ed, but my mouth was preſently ſtopped 
with a handkerchief, and my ears with 
proteſtations that no harm of violence was 


intended me. After about two hours. 


ſmart riding, 1 found myſelf in a part of 

the country I had never ſeen before; and, 
alighting at a great houſe, was, conveyed: 
into a very handiome parlqur; where, while: 
I fat diſſolving in tears, a. gentleman ent 
tered of a majeſtic deportment, but withal; 
ſuch a fiercenels 1n his. viſage, that a ſud: - 
den tremor ſeized, me at, ſight of R Klen | 


advanced haſtily, and, addreſſing me, in a, 
lofty tone, made a ſort of ſtudjed excuſe for, 
"=. having . 
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having ordered me, as he ſaid, to be 
brought thither. I anſwered, but by in- 
treaties, to be ſuffered to depart to my 
antient habitation: but this was not to be 
granted. He ſaid he knew me well, and 
bad taken this method to prevent me from 
mnning into numberleſs evils, or throwing. 
myſelf away, as he termed it, in my prime 
af life. Not to detain you with a tedious 
narrative, I found myſelf a priſoner at the 
hauſe of this baſe man, wheoſe name was 
Stanton? Many baſe attempts he made to 
ſeduce me to his unlawftil embraces, and 
was pteparing at laft to avail himſelf of 
force.” Por chis prirpoſe he aſſailed me in 
 aridrbeurdtthe bottom of his garden: my 
ſereams brought to my affiſtance the wor- 
thy Sir George Deniſon, Who, leaping the 
wall, which was then dut of repair, after 
— combat, in which Stenton 1 Was wounded, 
defvered dde then, as You have fince done, 
from diffi6nour', where I found my lately 
* 2 
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deſpiſed lover to be an intimate in his fa- 
mily, and heard that gentleman had aſ- 
famed the character of an officer, which 
ſtation he filled with a becoming dignity, 
and was then engaged in a treaty of mar- 
riage with the daughter of a rich country 
gentleman. _ Mr. Seymour transferred. to 
Sir George the care of my ſmall fortune, 


amounting to about 400l. which, to ſay 
truth, I am convinced he even augmented. 


He alſo entered proceedings againſt. my 


huſband, which had no other end than 
that of my marriage being declared null. 


The pretended clergyman, by a voluntary 


ſeceſſion from his country, anticipated a 
judiciary bamiſhment. As for my female 
relation, it ſeems ſhe. had ever been a vile 
retainer of Sir Harry's, and was the chief 
inſtrument of enſnaring me to my ruin, 
having been employed by him to help to 


ſeduce me — ſhe is retired to the North of 


England to enjoy the wages of iniquity. 
Ds Wearied 


= 
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Wearied with a ſeries of obligations to 
this worthy family, I at laſt expreſſed my 
reſolution to employ my lictle fortune to 
the beſt advantage ; ; and having been ever 
eſteemed a good workwoman, I threw it 


into trade, and commenced partnerſhip 
with Mrs. P , a millener. I had not 
been long in buſineſs before a chariot 
ſtopped at the door, out of which ſtepped 
Mr. Stanton: I retired as quick as poſſi- 
ble, and he bought ſeveral things without 
taking the leaſt notice that he had ſeen 
| me; but the next day he ſuddenly entered 
the ſhop, and before 1 could withdraw, 
accoſted me in a very familiar manner. I 
returned his ſalutation but coldly, yet he 
was not abaſhed, and after that time he 
paid us frequent viſits. - One evening, juſt 
at duſk, a lady ſtepped into the ſhop, ſeem- 
.inely in a violent fright, ſaying her mo- 
ther had greatly hurt herſelf in a fall from 
ker coach, and Eater to give her my 
. Wipe ko £5977 511! 40149 S bee 
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aſſiſtance. - Leaving Mrs. P behind; 
the; counter, whoſe infirmities would not 
ſucfer her to accompany us, I haſtenednvith 
the lady to the coach, which I had no- 
ſooner reached, than I found myſelf. forci 
bly hurried into it; and 'notwithſtahding; 
my ſcreams,” it drove away: with 'a fpeed,; 
which, as we lived. in the ſkirts: of the: 
town, would quickly have conveyed me: 
into the country with Stanton, (whom L 
found to be my companion) had not the 
axle-tree given way, and the people, who. 
naturally, in ſuch a caſe, come:to our aſ- 
ſiſtance, delivered me, much bruiſed; from 
my confinement.. As to Stanton, being 
unhurt, he made off, the coach being a. 
hired one, left the driver to repair its da- 
mage, whilſt I was. conveyed home, where 
my fright. on this double account, and my 
hurts, occaſioned me along:while to keep 
my bed. My. tormenter ſtill being ſeen; 
to haunt the houſe, I reſolved to facrifiet 
2141 8 Alle 
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all thoughts of public buſineſs z and break- 
ing off partnerſhip with Mrs. P, took 
lodgings: at K, whither T was re- 
turning from a viſit Thad paid in London, 
when I was a | ſecond time afſaulted, and 
providentially by you delivered. I heſi- 
i tate not ta pronounce the plot to be Stan- 
l tons; though the raviſhers were maſked, 
fince I know he has a head fit to frame, 
and: a hand to execute every deviliſh pur- 
poſe the vileſt of men can be ſuppoſed ca- 
Pable of.—He is likewiſe, I find, an old 
acquaintance of Sir Harry * * , who 
declares nothing will give him more plea- 
fure, than to ſee me reduced to the ſtate 
of a proſtitute. You ſee, Sir, how cruel 
a fate I am deftined to experience, born to 
| be-the prey of bad men, and the ſport of 
[if fortune; I ſeek in vain to hide myſelf from 


| l the world; nor dare I reſide even with the 
1 good Sir George Deniſon, left I ſhould be 
Vf found out by my betrayer, who is well 


acquainted 
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acquainted of my intimacy with that wor- 
thy family, My preſent lodgings I am re- 
ſolved to change, but wan not N to 
fly for protection. E „ ee. 


Horatio, touched with compaſſion at 
her unmerited ſufferings, propoſed to lodge 
her at a perſon's houſe at C— „where ſhe 
might live at the ſame time convenient and 
retired, and without ſo muck as mention- 

ing her real name, This propoſal, after 
ſome heſitation, the accepted, and was in 
a few days accommodated with a firſt floor 
at Mts.'—— tC, -, under the feign- 
ed name of Craſton, as s he had engaged to 
keep her ſtory and her real name, toge- 
ther with the whole of the adventure, a 
ſecret, for many reaſons; and on this con- 
dition alone he was N to viſit her. 
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A Duel eee two E riends. 
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EAN WIH I LE our hero, when- 
ever he could be ſpared from the. 
Kc. of diverſions i in which Smythe en- 
gaged | him, he failed not. to make frequent 


viſits to Miss Sandby; ; and privately as 


that young lady imagined ſhe lived, the 
tongue of ſlander reported theſe, with the 
addition of many circumſtances equally 

falſe and injurious : : And the buſy trum-. 
pet of common fame ſoon confirmed 
to the world, that Mr. | Saville kept at 
C T beautiful girl, who had eloped 
firſt from her parents, and afterwards from 
her lover. The youth heard theſe reports 
with a ſmile, and either from careleſſneſs 
or, perhaps, a blameable vanity, took no 
pains to contradict them, deeming that 


Miſs Sandby would be no ſufferer by con- 


jecture3 


than that of her myſterious conduct, from. 
the; character of people who were not ſo; 
much as AGUAINLEG: n her DANES SUN 


i 


"He: was 0 Wa Ba in his viſits, that __ 
widow fancied herſelf on the point 0 of be- 


ing neglected for this fair incognita, of 


whoſe real name and family ſhe ſtrove in 


vain to inform herſelf Mr. Smythe ſeem- 
ed likewiſe uneaſy at the ſuppoſition that 
Horatio was now. engaged in in an intrigue 
with Which he had no concerns. And as 


the youth was very open and ungus arded, 

when affected by liquor, this falſe friend 
reſolved one afternoon to ply him with,” 
wine, and by that means wind the ſecret, 
from him. But juſt as he was on the 


point of putting chis ſcheme in execution, N 


our adventurer received a note importing 
that his old acquaintance, Belmont, was juſt 


come to town, and would be glad to ſpeak 


29111? | with 
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jectures wildly formed on no other ground”, | 
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with him at a tavern in the neighbour- 
hood. Though he was a little ſurprized 


that officer did not call on him with his 


his engagements might be, he haſtened, 
without heſitation, to the place appointed. 
But how great was his amaſement, when 
running to embrace his friend, and aſking 
him what was the event of his conference 
with the ſtranger in the park, he puſhed 
him away; and rejecting his offered hand, 


coldly told him, „ Their preſent buſineſs 


might be tranſacted without compli- 
« ments.” © Good God 1” exclaimed 
Horatio, ”Y whence this indifference ! Is 
« this Belmont, who once profeſſed ſuch 


60 kindneſs for his Horatio ? Pn 418 this, I 


6 might aſk, (faid the officer) the con- 
« ſtant, faithful youth, whom once 1 


e knew at the good Acaſto's.—But I for- 
bear upbraidinigs—You hold in life the 
* 2 a gentleman z- and for the in- 

" juries 


amn en * 
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juries you have done me, I aſk the only 
« reparation I can now expect to'receives 
_ « a gentleman's ſatisfaction. Draw, or 
<« chuſe your weapons. What means 
« Mr. Belmont, how have I wronged 
* him?“ — “ Once more, Mr. Saville; 
I come not to vent complaints and wo- 
« maniſh reproaches, nor wage a war of 
« tongues but (ſheathing his ſword) 1 
« confeſs my paſſion has too ſuddenly 
" rranſpor ted me; this is not a proper 
place; if you will accompany me, we 
« ſhall ſoon find one, where you may 
« chuſe your ground and weapons. | 
Horatio would have re plied, but Belmont 
paſſing out haftily, and calling a chair, or- 
dered it to Montague-Houſe, whither the 
youth followed him, though with an in- 


ce 


tent to decide by argument, not by che 


ſword, à difference the groundwork of 
which he was ſtill a ſtranger to. As foon 
as the officer had diſcharged his chair, he 
: walked 


— 
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walked immediately to the fields, ſullenly 
ſlent: hen he found a proper ſpot, he 
took from his pocket two piſtols, which 
he preſented to Horatio for his choice, who 
abſolutely declined them ; ; refuſing to en- 
gage, till: he ſhould learh ſome parti- 
eulars of the | quarrel With one hom 
he had never offended ; on which che 
Captain thus "addreſſed him : _ Sir, I 
„ fhould be forty to think vou wanted 
18 5 though it is but just the Job, 
of that ſhould follow the loſs of virtue, 
<0 Thus far, however, I will comply with 


« your demand ; I will tell you that you 
60 keep a lady at C- 


in whotn you. 
« * knew Ionce had intereſt; that you have, 
Ce debauched her perſon and. her morals, 
42 and that you glory in your n to- 

ber, and ingratitude to me.. That I. 
6c viſit a lady at , is 1 true, Mr: 
« Belmont F but. it is no leſs true, that: 

k = « E. 
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« 1 know-not, nor ever did, of any inte- 
* tereſt you can - poſſibly have . in her. 
That lady is a perſon of honour and in- 
<« tegrity, one who has met with many. 
« misfortunes in the world, and ——.“ 
“% To what meanneſſes (aid Belmont) 
« does conſcious guilt reduce a man 
How, Sir! knew you not my connec 


<« tions with the falſe Miſs Sydenham?” 


« Miſs Sydenham, (ecchoed Horatio) 
hat a groſs. miſtake is this has the 
lady you mention any title to that name.“ 


Come, come, Mr. Saville, theſe are but 


4 doubling a artifices ; „J ſee through them; 5 


00 «I know my faithleſs Fugitive is called by. 
ce the feigned name of Creyton; 5 al, know, 
ce ſhe paſſes for aA Scotch lady, and I. 


yo know likewiſe how falſe all this is.“ — 


— Now, by all things ſacred I Ney, 
* perjure not yourſelt, Horatio; to cut, 


6 the matter tory, if you would have me, 
« believe this incognita not to be Miſs 


— 


8 Sydenham, 
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« Sydenham, tell me her real name and 


„ Family, and introduce me to her imme- 
diately.“ “ That, Sir, I cannot do; 
« T am bound by my promiſe to conceal 
« her; but this I will do, I will engage, 
« by my honour, to-morrow to bring you 
« jincomteftible praofs that it is not{Hea- 
4 yen forbid it ſhould be) . Miſs Syden- 
* ham.” Tour honour, Sir, faid Bel- 
mont, is groſsly forfeited. This eva- 
« fion is a poor trick, which will not paſs 
on me. Ac trifle too long.—Come, Sir.” 
[again preſenting the piſtols.] For 
Heaven's fake, Capt. Belmont” © Nay, 
no farther ſubterfuge.” Then, fince 
f muſt accept one, thus I employ it; 

« and fo ſaying, fired it over his antago- 
4 niſt's head,” — Belmont returned the 
compliment, yet without heſitation drew 
his ſword, and Horatio was obliged to 


ſtand on kis defence. The C: -aptain, * how- | 
ever, 
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ever, perceiving he parried his thruſts 
withoue returning them, threw himſelf 
open by a feint, depending on his ſupe- 
rior {kill to recover himſelf: by this me- 
rthod endeayouring to tempt his opponent, 
whoſe ſelf. defence he imagined to be only 
the effect of his caution ; but in the execu- 
tion of this deſign, his foot ſlipped, and 
he fell on one knee, when Mr. Saville, in- 
ſtead of taking the advantage Mr. Bel- 
mont expeged of the accident, lent hm 
his hand, raiſed him, and immediately 
ſheathed his weapon. Nothing could 
equal the vexation and aſtoniſhment. of his 
vanquiſhed by one. whom he had purſued 
with ſuch avenging fury,—After a pauſe, 
<<. Mr. Saville, ſaid he, - ſince J have the 
<< - misfortune to owe my life to you, ho- 
c nour forbids me again to lift my ſword 
boy * againſt you: But you will excuſe me 
ct if 


« » 
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9 henceforward) wherever we meet, 1 
ſtrive to avoid you. Though bred to 
the military, 1 cannot but ſee that force 
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is no proof of an argument. 1 have al- 


ready had an inſtance that the juſtice of 
2 man's cauſe i is not always his defente. 


Yet 1 muſt confeſs I am much ſurprized 


to find one who has departed fo far from 


virtue retain ftill the appearance of £ ge- 


neroſity. But fare wel remember that 


nothing can vanquiſh a brave ſpirit, and 
that fucceſs, which depends on fickle 


ſortune, may not always favour your de: 
figns!”';. . And ſo faying, he walked 


off 'with the utmoſt expedition. Hora- 


tio would not follow him at this junc- 


ture, leſt it ſhould be deemed an infulk, 
but ſtood a while in ſilent aſtoniſhment, 
-purſuing him with his eyes. With regard 


to 
he 


our adventurer's ſucceſs of the combat, 
owed } it merely to chance; for Captain 


Belmont, beſides that fighting was his pro- 


feſſion, 
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feſſion, had been deemed an adept in 


the art of fencing long before he had al- 
ſumed the character of an officer; to pur- 
chaſe which employment he, with a con- 


ſiderable ſum, procured the rank of Lieu- 


tenant in an old regiment, from which 
ſation he had been promoted to the com- 
mand of a company by his intereſt ; for 
though he really poſſeſſed great merit, no 
opportunity as yet had offered of diſplay- 
ing it, having never been called to the 
field. 


Thus was this gentleman raiſing him- 
ſelf, and enlarging his connections, while 
his couſm Wander was ſpending his for- 


tune, and even expoſing himſelf to the 


ridicule of his acquaintance. The latter 
had conceived a deſign of carrying off 
Miſs 1/abella Sydenham, as his relation had 
done Leonora, though the circumſtances 


Were 
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were widely different; in the accompliſh- 
ment of whieh ſcheme he involved "= 


ſelf in many- perplexities, as «ll appear 
hereafter, 
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R. Saville retired from the field, no 
ways pleaſed with this adventure, 
which he communicated to Mr. Smythe, 
who blamed him greatly for not diſ- 
covering the Lady to Mr. Belmont; 
yet, added he, I need not wonder, 
« ſince your romantic notions of honour 
have induced you to keep that ſecret 
even from me. But depend on it, you 
have not yet ſeen the end of your trou- 
„ bles on the account of this incognita. 
Lou have now firſt declared her a mo- 
“ deſt woman, and a perſon of honour. 
« For Heaven's ſake who will believe it; 
<<. or what can the world think of your vi- 
« ſits, if they ſuppoſe her to be ſo? Cor >, 
come, be wife, be one of us, and ſacri- 
« fice your ſqueamiſnneſs to your quiet.” 
But all this harangue, Smythe had the mor- 
Vol. II. 7 2 tification 
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tification to perceive, was thrown away on 
Horatio; he therefore changed his bat- 
tery, inſinuating that if he were to be en- 
truſted with the ſecret, it ſhould never eſ- 
cape him; but whatever good opinion 

young Saville might entertain of this his 
town friend, in regard to any other point, 
he had too great reaſon to doubt his poſ- 
ſeſſing the gift of taciturnity, and there- 


fore waved the diſcourſe. As for the due], 
though all poſſible means were uſed to 
keep it ſecret, it preſently became the diſ- 
courſe of moſt of the coffee-houſes in town; 
and real circumſtances of it not being 
known, every one related them as he 
thought fit ; but moſt gave the honour of 
the day to the officer. That gentleman 

had juſt returned to his lodgings, when he 
found a note of invitation for the evening 
from Sir George Deniſon, to whoſe houſe 
repairing at the time affixed, he had the 
pleaſure 
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pleaſure of ſeeing the identical lady who 
had been the innocent occaſion of the duel 
between him and his friend. He knew 
and ſaluted her, and was not a little ſur- 
prized to find our Horatio fo well known 
in this family; but how much was his 
aſtoniſhment increaſed, when he heard 
from Miſs Sandby's mouth, at the requeſt 
of Miſs Deniſon, a recapitulation of the 
obligations ſhe lay under to Mr. Saville, 
whom, after many queſtions his freedom 
with Sir George authorized him to aſk, he 
found to be entirely innocent of what had 
been laid to his charge. The Captain in- 
ſtantly excuſed himſelf to the company z 
and acknowledging the wrong he had done 
to ſo worthy a man, flew to ſeek the of- 


fended party. He found Horatio dreſſing 
for an evening entertainment, who ſeemed 


rather diſconcerted at his appearance: 
Having requeſted he would diſmiſs his ſer- 
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vant, Belmont thus addreſſed him: You 
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ſee before you, my dear Saville, one 


who is come to acknowledge his fault, 


and is ready to make you any reparation 


in his power for the injury done by 


him to your character, and for his raſh 
attack upon your life; for oh! as ſure 
as I am the moſt unhappy of mortals, ſo 
ſurely, had not a lucky accident thrown 
me at your mercy, I ſhould have pierced 
that faithful boſom, though at the ſame 
time I had expoſed my own to the fatal 
ſtroke. Oh! my Horatio is it poſſi- 
ble you can forgive me! Horatio an- 


ſwered, embracing him, My heart is too 


< full of ſenſibility not to feel what now 


“ you ſuffer; and for what has paſſed, 
thus I bury it in oblivion.” The Cap- 
tain then proceeded to give an account by 
| what ſteps he had been led into a miſtake 
that was likely to have proved fo fatal. 


It ſeems that he had rode all the way back, 


"AIC... Wm ̃Ä ͤ 4 0 „ 


and 


— 
——— 


GUARDIAN. 79 
and had determined even to demand his 
miſtreſs at her father's houſe, whither he 
ſuppoſed ſhe had returned; but meeting 
Acaſto in his way, that gentleman had 
diſſuaded him from his reſolution, and in- 

vited him to ſpend a few days at his feat, 
during which time all poſſible enquiries 
ſhould be made after Miſs Sydenham : 
Vet you muſt excuſe me if I own, Mr. 
Belmont, ſaid he, that, notwithſtanding 
her father's tyranny, I vannot entirely ap- 
prove of your reſolution. The officer 
urged many reaſons in favour of his con- 
duct, which hereafter we may give the 
reader. Meanwhile Belmont could ſcarce 
endure the ſight of Branſley, whom he 
looked on as a villain to his friend, and 
that young gentleman on his part ſpared 
no pains to blacken the character of Ho- 
ratio. It was not long before he found an 
opportunity to render him ſuſpected with 
E 3 the 
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the officer. Entering the room one day, 


where he was ſitting, © Captain, ſaid he, 
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I could not poflibly avoid obſerving 
your coolneſs to me, the cauſe of which 
I attribute to a friendſhip for the un- 
worthy Mr. Saville. Nay, compoſe 
yourſelf, Sir; I muſt repeat, he that 
has been falſe to one friend, will ſeldom 
prove true to another. What would 
you ſay if this very man'ſhould be the 
perſon to whom Miſs Leonora is fled. 
Impoſſible ! exclaimed Belmont.“ No, 
nor yet even improbable; but in this 


(taking out a letter) J am informed, 


that within two days after you loſt your 
miſtreſs, Mr. Saville brought an un- 


known lady to lodgings at C———;, 
where ſhe goes by a feigned name, and 


is {aid to have eloped from her friends 
and her lover.” Can I think thus of 
my friend; and what is ſtill more — 

i (e of 
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of my Leonora.“ © Think as you 
« pleaſe, Sir; (returned Branſley) this is 
„ no affair of mine; but I am well in- 
formed of all your friend's motions, 
and thought it might not be improper 
to acquaint you with this. Act as you 
think proper; I have diſcharged on my 
_ a duty I ſuppoſed incumbent on 
me.“ After ſome time ſpent in debat- 
ing with himſelf, Capt. Belmont ſet out 
for London, and found, on enquiry, that 
there appeared great foundation for what 
Branſley had told him. Now, where Miſs : 
Sandby lodged at C „the gentlewo- 
man of the houſe had a maid called Molly, 
who was of a very inquiſitive diſpoſition, 
addicted to the practice of liſtening, and 
endowed with no great fhare of tacitur- 
nity: Whatever Mrs. Molly heard was 
generally communicated to Mrs. Sugar- 
cane, the grocer, whoſe ſhop was a mere 
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exchange of intelligence. This good ſer- 
vant had over-heard ſome; part of Miſs 
Laura's diſcourſe with our hero, in con- 
ſequence of which ſhe delivered a piece of 
intelligence to Mrs. Sugarcane, that there 
was a young lady brought to their houſe 
who went by the feigned name of Creyton, 
but that her real name began with an S—, 
that ſhe was lately eloped from her friends, 
and had fled to one Mr. Saville, - againſt - 
their conſent, and that of her lover. In 
this confuſed manner ſhe related the ac- 
count which the indefatigable Mrs. Sugar- 
cane ſpread all over C „where Mr. 


Belmont was informed of theſe particulars, 
which, in his opinion, left no room for a 
doubt of his friend's falſhood. However 
he called at her lodgings, where he en- 
quired for her by the name of Creyton; 
but refuſing to ſend up his name, was de- 
nied 


nied admittance, on which he returned 
and 'zehaved as we have ſeen. 


Thus, by the moderation of Tod 


and the ingenuouſneſs of the officer, ended 


an affair which might have produced a fa- 
tal 2 15 | 
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CHAP. IX. 


HEN Capt. Belmont parted with 
our hero, the latter repaired as 
uſual t to the levec of Lord I, which 
he found crouded with the cuſtomary de- 
pendants on his Sreatneſs. : | 


He was admitted to the nobleman; and 
received with every external mark of kind- 
neſs he could wiſh. His Lordſhip even 
chid him for being ſo long abſent, eſpeci- 
ally as he ſaid affairs of importance called 
him out of town in a day or two; but in 
the interim, ſaid he, Mr. Saville is wel- 
come to my houſe, and I am fure Lady 
L will be particularly proud of his 
company | | 


Her Ladyſhip at this inſtant entering, 
confirmed what his Lordſhip had ſaid by 
=: the 
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the moſt cordial invitation. Horatio ſpent 
the whole day there, and retired in the 
evening with the ſtricteſt aſſurances from 
Lord L—— of completing his buſineſs, 
im mediately on his return to town. 


Horatio forgot not the invitation he 
had received from the nobleman, but fre- 
quented his houſe, to which he was incited 
greatly by the ſweet and mild deportment 
of the Lady, of whoſe perſon, character, 
&c. we have already given the reader 
ſome idea. 


She was, indeed, rendered unhappy, 
from the ill uſage of her Lord; yet being 
poſſeſſed with the notion that her huſband's 
honour was her own, ſhe had ſighed in 
ſecret, and often vented her complainings 
to the filent ear of night: Our hero, in- 
deed, was the only one to whom ſhe had 
| | hinted 
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hinted her uneaſineſs, and to him it was 
done in a manner ſo delicate, as ſhewed at 
once the refinedneſs of her ſentiments and 


the greatneſs of her prudence. + 
3 HForatio was not ſo reſerved ; he had no, 
ö tie upon him to reſtrain his freedom of 
f ſpeech; and therefore communicated, 
| without reſerve, the adventures of his life, 
| which often occaſioned a ſigh to heave from 
| the breaſt of the diſconſolate fair One 
who, full of ſorrow as ſhe was herſelf, 
1 could yet always afford her compaſſion to 
the unfortunate. 

In ſpight of all her delicacy, ſhe could 
4 not help throwing out ſome hints that ſhe 
N feared Lord L——s regard to the Saville 
| family might not be real ; our hero was 
too credulous to take the hint; and | 


even 
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even if he had profited by 1t, meaſures 
| were concerted in ſuch a manner, and 
things brought to ſuch a criſis that it 
was now too late. 


- 
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CHAP. X. 


N the meanwhile Smythe, who dif. 
played all the proofs of a riſing genius, 
had quitted his ready furniſhed lodgings, 
and taken a houſe at the Court end of the 
town, whither he invited Horatio to re- 


pair; he did fo, and the more readily, as 


9 


s, where he was 


it was near Lady L 
of late become ſo familiar. 


Little did he think all this while that 


he was helping to plot miſchief for him- 


ſelf; open and undeſigning in his own tem- 
per, he was not apt to ſuſpect the plots of 


others; nor had he yet ſeen enough of 
mankind to be always a judge what mali- 


cious purpoſes might be concealed beneath 
a pleaſant countenance, or how often, as 


the 
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the poet phraſes it, a man might © ſmile, 
and ſmile, and be a villain” “ 


eee 
for returning one evening with Lady 
I. from the play, they were ſurprized 
to ſee a note left for her Ladyſhip, re- 
queſting to ſee them both, on a matter of 
importance, at Mrs. C 's in Carnaby- 
market. The Lady, who could not im- 
agine what buſineſs any one could have 
with her there, and at ſo late an hour, 
would never have been prevailed on to 
go, had it not been that the poſtſcript in- 
timated the writer to be „ 
diſtreſs. 


Warmed, therefore, by humanity, as 
well as incited by curioſity, they both ſet 
forward in her Ladyſhip's equipage ; 
and on their arrival, were treated by Mrs. 

| 8 
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quality; ſhe informed them that the let- 


as one who knew their name and 


ter-writer was a young woman, the daugh- 
ter of a clergyman, in great neceſſity, and 
who had tomething to communicate of 
mutual advantage to the L— and Saville fa- 
mily.— For this young woman they waited 
patiently near two hours, being ſhewed 
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into a private room: At the expiration of 
that time, they began to grow uneaſy, and 
the miſtreſs of the houſe declared ſhe would 
ſend for the perſon, | and they returned to 
the room, where they had not long fat, in 
ſilent expectation, before they were alarm- 
ed with a knocking at the chamber door; 
and Mr. Saville running to it, found, to 
his great ſurprize, that it was faſtened on 
on the outſide. But how much was that 
ſurprize heightened, when he heard the 
voice of Lord L in a peremptory 
tone demanding admiſſion ; which he not 


being 
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being able to comply with, it was ſud- 
denly burſt open from without, by dread- 
ful execrations; and the Lady giving a 
violent ſcream, fainted away, to the re- 
lief of whom Horatio, regardleſs of every 
other circumſtance, inſtantly flew, and 
had juſt raiſed her in his arms, when the 
nobleman entered, in a ſeeming great 
rage, followed by 'Smythe, who was to 
act the part of moderator in this ſcheme : 
The former drew inſtantly, while the lat- 
ter reſtrained him, and Mr. Saville was 
employed in endeavouring to unrayel the 
cauſe of this ſtrange proceeding. 5 


Lord I. — gave him to underſtand, 
in few words, that he looked upon him as 
one of the worſt of villains, who, in re- 
turn for the favour and countenance he had 
ſnewed him, had baſely ſeduced his wife, 
and ſtained his marriage- bed. In vain did 


Horatio 
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Horatio proteſt at once his innocence 
and ſurprize at ſuch a charge; he was 
prejudged before his trial, and even 
Smythe took care to defend him in ſuch a 
manner as did him more harm than good: 
he affected, however, to prevail on his 
Lordſhip to defer his reſentment at that 
time, and they parted, her Ladyſhip be- 
ing conveyed home in a coach, and Lord 
. departing in a ſurly humour, while 
Smythe and our hero retired together. 


When they were alone, For Heaven's 
ſake, Mr. Saville, ſaid the falſe friend, 


how is this affair. Horatio anſwered him 


as he had done his Lordſhip, by a circum- 
ſtantial relation of the whole affair; he 
ſhook his head, and affected to doubt the 

ſtory. However (concluded he) you 
«* know beſt, Mr. Saville; but you muſt 


allow circumſtances are againſt you; I 


C reſpect 
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" reſpect you, and hope it is not true; 
but on many accounts, knowing the 
violent temper of the Earl, I dread the 
* conſequences; and with regard to your 
< pecuniary connections, I would have 
* you immediately withdraw what money 
you have placed with his ſteward, and 
„put it in ſafer hands, for reaſons I do 
« not care at preſent to mention.” Hora- 
tio wondered at this diſcourſe but re- 
ſolved to follow his advice. Juſt as they 
were about to part, a ſervant of Lord L— 
delivered a letter at the door addreſſed to 
Mr. Saville : It contained a challenge; 
which, after what had paſſed, he might very 
reaſonably expect. He ſhewed the letter 
to Mr. Smythe, who offered to accompany 
him, and become a mediator in the affair. 
But this Horatio abſolutely refuſed; and 
confiding in his innocence, determined to 
ſet forward in the morning alone to meet 
his noble antagoniſt. 

HRA. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Conſequence of the Challenge—HoraT1o 

meets an old acquaintance—The reſult 


of their PONG: 


HEN . arrived: at the FA ap- 
. Pointed, | he was a little ſurprized 


to ſee no ſigns of his Lordſhip, for whom 


he waited two hours to no purpoſe, and 
was actually returning home in a very 
thoughtful humour, when he found him- 
ſelf ſurrounded by ſeveral men in ſailors 
habits, who ſeized him in a bye ſtreet, and 
inſiſted, as it was in time of war, that he 
ſhould go along with them. 


He made ſome reſiſtance, but was quick- 
Ay over-powered and diſarmed; and to 


complete his misfortune, put into a coach 


they 


"VV UARTPIAN: a5 
they had in waiting, which drove away to 
a houſe of rendezvous in Wapping, thoſe 
who guarded telling the people all the 


way they went that they had caught a de- 


ſerter. - 


When they had brought Horatio to the | 


place of their deſtination, they thought fit 
to unbind him; and telling him he had 
nothing to fear, and that no farther harm 
was intended to his perſon, gave him to 
underſtand, that they had only taken this 


method. of ſecuring his company with 


them on a trip to the Weſt Indies. 


They then called for liquor in plenty; 
and the perſon who acted as their Lieute- 
nant, preſſed Mr. Saville to drink and be 
merry, telling him, “he did not doubt 
« but his merit would ſecure him promo- 


“ tion 
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« tion as ſoon as ſoon as ever he came 
« upon ſalt water.“ | 


Their priſoner ſeemed to pay little at- 
tention to all this diſcourſe; he, however, 
called for pen, ink, and paper; but this 
was abſolutely refuſed him ; and they were 
preparing to put him on board a Tender, 
when another crew of ſailors entered, and 
with them Lieutenant Bower, a ſea officer, 
mentioned in the former part of this hiſ- 
tory : He immediately recognized Mr. 


| Saville; and demanding the occaſion of 


his preſent ſituation, inſiſted on his being 
releaſed, and that in ſo peremptory a man- 
ner, that the gang were induced to a 
prompt complance, and begged pardon 
of our hero for their treatment of him, to 
which they ſaid they had been inſtigated 
by a perſon of fortune and faſhion, de- 
luded with a falſe ſtory of his intending to 

carry 
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carry off a great heireſs, and allured by the 
hopes of a conſiderable reward ;—though 
when, Horatio queſtioned them whether 
the Earl of L—— was not concerned in 
the affair, they one and all declared they 
knew no ſuch perſon. 


Lieutenant Bower would have perſuad- 
ed his friend to go and ſeek Lord L—— 
immediately, and oblige him to fight; but 
this Mr. Saville had prudence enough to 
decline, though he had little doubt but 
this ſcheme, however ignorant the ſailors 
were, or pretended to be, of the firſt. 
mover, was ſet on foot by him. 


After treating the gang for what they 
termed their civilities, the two gentlemen 
withdrew to a neighbouring coffee-houſe, 
where they canvaſſed over the affair. — 
Bower could not help pitying the condi- 


tion 
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tion of Horatio, whom, ſhaking his head, 
he declared to be fallen into very bad 
hands; and informed him moreover, that 
Lord L—'s credit was but ill eſtabliſhed, 
and his ſteward, with whom he had placed 
his money, was actually gone off two days 
before. | 


This intelligence determined our hero 
to go to Weſtminſter immediately, and 
make what ſearch he could after the re- 
mainder of his ruined fortune. But what 
was his ſurprize, when arriving together 
with the friendly ſeaman at his quondam 
lodgings, he found the houſe ſtripped, and 
deſerted, and heard that Smythe had taken 
poſt-horſes to Dover, and his Lordſhip ſet 
ſhire. 


out for his ſeat in H 


0 


Confounded and aſtoniſned, he knew 
not whether he were awake or not. All 
| | "has 
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his hopes of future fortune were vaniſhed; 
beggery and miſery awed him in chs heck” 
he was as one, whoſe wandering ſteps have 
long been miſled through enchanting 
ſcenes of flow'ry meadows and delightful 
lawns then ſuddenly is left in a dteary- 
deſert, amidſt howling tempeſtis. 


For a while he ſtood as if he had been 
thunderſtruck ; till honeſt Bower fttikitis” 
him on the ſhoulder, cried, courage; man: 
if the wind's/ foul now, it may be fairer 
another time. D- mme, never let's run 
the veſſel. aſhore, while we ean ver her by 
the helm and fails 1 amet ?? 
_ -2ni8up3s 3n9Difict (2 2iinmmatlie m adi of -?*. 

_ Horatio, totally unacquaintedwith his 
meaning, ſtared at him, and then turned 
ſhort with an emphatical piſſi But the 
Lieutenant was not thus anſwered; .hetaid* 
hold of his arm, endeavoured, in his rough 

Vol. II. "1 


100 Tus GENEROUS 
way, to ſooth him, and, finally, made him 
| an. offer of his purſe and ſervice.— The 
youth was ſo confounded, that he could 
ſcarce. thank his friend, who took him 
home to his lodgings, where they began 

conſulting ſchemes for his Foro conduct: 
in life. Hoca ft oO! 

Lou have long intended, ſaid Bower, to 
enter into the land, ſuppoſe you change 
the thoughts of that for the ſea ſervice.— 
% Toſthis, replied Mr. Saville, I have one 
material objection I have never been 
ati ſea, neither have I (notwithſtanding 
„ ſome little knowledge I have attained 
in the mathematics) ſufficient acquaint- 
. ance with navigation to undertake a 
«command; and my conſcience will never 
<, ſuffer me to accept a commiſſion I can-' 

not diſcharge as I __ 

HAgtor kin ici r 


The 
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The ſeaman commended this reſolution 


in his friend; but, after a ſhort Pages, | 
proceeded to tell bim, that he had hit on 


4 ſcheme to which he could poſſibly have 
no ſuch gr | 


oy 


40 


* 23 
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10 ©] have bi: acquainted, ſaid he, in 


the courſe of my life, with ſeveral Cap- 


tains of Eaſt India ſhips; a little ſtudy 


will qualify you to go as an inferior 
mate in one of theſe veſſels ; and ] can 
alſo eaſily procure you a recommenda- 
tion from ſome of the Directors of the 
: Company: After your arrival in the 
Eaſt, it will be eaſy enough for you to 
exchange, if you ſhould chuſe i it, with 


any land officer in the ſervice. I could, 


indeed, eaſily procure you the ſtation: 


of a Cadet to India; but many reaſons 
weigh againſt it, as you will find by 


AGE during the voyage. That 


F 2 N you 


| 


— 
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« you may have (till leſs objection to this, 
6c. you ſhall, if you pleaſe, g0 out with 
« me on a cruize in the Bay, by permiſ- 


„ ſion from the Captain, whereby you 


« will acquire, with diligence, ſome little 
* knowledge in ſea affairs.“ 


Horatio, whoſe All now depended on the 
reſolutions he ſhould form, thought there 


Was too much of propriety in this ſcheme 


to reject it, and determined to cloſe with 


his friend's propoſal, who undertook to 


charge himſelf with the execution of it, 
and inſiſted alſo that Horatio ſhould re- 
main with him till the ſhip ſet ſail, which 


was to be in a few days, a circumſtance 


he gladly complied with, eſpecially as he 
intended to keep. his departure a ſecret 
from his former acquaintance. 
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A Voyage begun and ended, and a new 
Scheme put in Execution. 

N' the beginning of February, the 

& ſhip ſet out on her cruize, on board 
of which embarked the Lieutenant and 
our Hero. They failed from the Downs 
with a fair wind; but had ſcarce entered 
the Bay, before Horatio had a ſpecimen of 
what the failors call Blowing weather, which 
made him very ſick for a few hours, and 
_ exhibited a ſcene very diſagreeable to one 
uſed to the pleaſures and delights of the 
Sy; bist i boraduong eee 21 


The time, however, was beguiled among 
the officers with friendſhip and every di- 
verſion'the time and place could afford; 
yet Horatio allowed but little time to re- 

ä * 


laxation, 


— 


— 
*- * — = — — 2 * 
— — . — 6 — — — — * * — = a WES * — — 4 * — 
2 — — = * : -- = 
— — — . —__ _ — — An — - — — — 
2 — ccc : 2 4 - — — — — — — 
** 2 _ 
* -” * * — — — 
- 


— —— — 


104 Tus GENEROUS 
laxation, being reſolved to take every op- 
portunity of fitting himſelf for the ſtation 


he was deſigned to occupy. And the pro- 
egreſs he made was far beyond the expecta- 


tions of Bower, who, at the end of a two 


months cruize, declared him to be more 


than equal to the diſcharge of the duty of 


fourth mate of an Indiaman, 


While they were cruizing in the, Bay, 
they ſpoke with ſeveral Engliſh veſſels of 
war deſtined for the 'F rench coaſt, on 
board of which our hero would willingly 
have offered himſelf a volunteer, had not 


| Bower reſtrained him, by which reſtraint 


he probably prevented his friend from 


falling a facrifice to his too forward valour 


at the melancholy affair of Sr. Cas. 


The Captain having heard great en- 
comiums on Mr. Saville, frequently in- 


vited 


U AR DI AN. 10; 
vited him into his cabin, and was charm- 
ed with his ſpirit and addreſs, as was alſo 
his firſt Lieutenant, who was a man of a 
| ſvieet and affable diſpoſition, and a great 
admirer of genius and learning: This gen- 
tleman made frequent proffers of his ſer- 
vice to Mr. Saville, which he declined, 

thinking it enough that he was already 
under obligations to Mr. Bower. Ex] 

The cruize being finiſhed; when Hora- 
tio returned to England, he waited on the 
Directors; and, by proper recommenda- 
tions, was paſſed for fourth mate of the 
E.— Indiaman, which waited only a fa- 
vourable wind to ſail for the Downs. 

During this interval our hero remained 
with his new friend; and having received 
501, that was placed with 
the whole of his remaining fortune, began 


„ being 


F 4. to 
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to prepare for his voyage, offering with 
the remainder to diſcharge his obligations 
to Bower; but the generous ſeaman would 
not hear of it, and inſiſted he ſhould keep 
the money to 2 for 1 * — 
eee he ——_ on . at the 
time appointed ;, after having taken leave 
of his friend, the ſhip proceeded to the 
Downs ; and, after having completed there 
the , neceſſary. ſtores, proceeded on her 
voyage, and cleared the Land's End on 
the 23d. of April. 

But a8 s it is now time to look back to 
"the ſtate of affairs in England, we will 
quit him for a time, and leave him to the 
my of winds and ſeas, to return to o the 


— Uſtory of Louiſa. 


CHAP. 
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IAE. XlII. 
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The Hiſtory returns to Lovisa—Confe- 


 rences between a father and his daugh- 
ter—A Relation and his Kinſman. 


T N E, ee all e 

together with the potent aſſiſtance 
of medicine, and the tenderneſs of the 
good Acaſto, completed at laſt the reco- 
very of Louiſa, In proportion as her diſ- 
order abated, and health re-eſtabliſhed 
itſelf in her breaſt, her good aunt began 
afreſh to torment her, which Acaſto per- 
ceiving, reſolved to remove his daughter 
from her unnatural relation, and ſet off 
with her for his own ſeat, as ſoon as the 
was able to bear the journey. 


She had no ſooner quitted her aunt than 
Acafto thus addrefſed her: My dear 
— child, Heaven has been pleaſed to 


F 5 « ſpare 
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cc 


cc 


cc 


ſpare you, to give you to my ardent 
prayers; and I am fully determined 
never again to expoſe you; to ſuch 
treatment as has e der your late 


illness: Nay, 1 would do more; I 


would gratify your inclinations, if 1 


were not ſure it would be at the ex- 
pence of your | happineſs. To keep 
you no longer in ſuſpence, I have made 


all the enquiries in my power after 
Mr. Saville, and am ſorry for the re- 


port I muſt make of him. After launch 
ing out into all the vices and extrava- 


gances of the age, after having ſeduced 


the miſtreſs of his friend Belmont, 


whoſe reſentment he narrowly eſcaped; 


after, having attempted the ſame with 


the wife of his patron, and committed 
many enormities, he is at laſt gone to 
ſea, which is, perhaps, the moſt pru- 


dent action of his life, I would not, 


while you were indiſpoſed, wound yon 
[3 15 « with 
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« with this relation; but now, my dear, 
« I appeal to your own reaſon, whether 
have done ill in preventing your union 
<« with ſuch a baſe one.” Louiſa could 
ſay nothing in defence of one from whom 
ſhe had not heard a ſyllable fince' he left 
SA SY place; ſhe could only expreſs her 
warmeſt acknowledgements to her father 
for his care, promiſe an obedience to his 
commands, and heave a gh, for the K. 
Weine. 


IE J 
18 
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Acaſto next proceeded, ket in a deli- 

cate manner, to touch on the character of 
Branſley, (for his heart was ſtill ſet, on the 
: youth) but found his. daughter averſe $0 
the ſubject; ſhe burſt into teans, , and 
begged her father to mention him m no more. 
He indulged her for that time, buy gouſd i 
not help conſidering this ayerßon 39a 
piece of uncommon obſtinacy, Which he 


r 
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had no. hapes any thing but time would 
ever be able #9: CORgUer. 
Nin: 
For wy "Gully - Was Rs canvincat- ha the 

55 of his enquiries) of the unworthineſs 
of Horatio, that, notwithſtanding he had 
at firſt been ſoftened by the deplorable 
ſtate of Louiſa, and nature ſpeaking i in her 
render complainings, he was now more 
than ever determined in favour of Branſ- 
ey; yet he'reſolved never again to attempt 


ſuch methods as had been uſed to bring 


her to compliance. 
Ha 7 3 


** 
5 


In this diſpoſition of mind' the parent 


2ahd' his child arrived at '* * place, 
Rkre Branſley waited impatiently to re- 
tevlve chem 5 this good youth was, indeed, 
very much concerned for the young Lady's 
Meath, but it was on his own account : 
"This Was *kis prudent maxim, that he re- 
Yate Every ole elſe, juſt ſo far as regarded 


"bis own intereſt. 
4 
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Acaſto, on his part, had, however, 
little conſolation to giye him; — but pro- 
miſed, however, to uſe all his intereſt in 
his behalf, which encouraged him ſo much, 
that he reſolved not to drop the ſcheme, 
but proſecute it with all his vigour; ac- 


cordingly he ſet about endeavouring to 


gain her affections; the reader may ima- 
gine how vainly, when he conſiders what 
a reception he before had met with. The 
poor young Lady Was, however, obliged 
to be troubled” with his diſagreeable ſolli- 
citations, which was a fad n to 
one in var: ſituation. 
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An ace 8 and the effect it 
had upon Louis AA very eurer 
1 * * A VOY N | 


89 


B 0 U T this time, a 8 | 
- of Acaſto's, in the Weſt Indies, ſent 


for him to Jamaica, on. buſineſs of the 
higheſt importance: The tender parent 
ſcarcely knew how to prevail on himſelf to 
leave his daughter, but it muſt be done: 
As for her, ſhe pined, ſhe waſted, and 
conſumed with a ſettled melancholy, which, 
though it produced not ſuch violent agi- 
tations as her firſt burſt of paſſion had done, 
yet threatened to prove no leſs fatal, and 
once again alarmed her father, who took 
an opportunity of thus addreſſing Branſ- 
ley ;—< My dear kinſman, I have long 
*« Iaboured in vain to eſtabliſh you in the 
| « affections 


/ 
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affections of my daughter; but ſhe, 
| whether from her paſſion for Horatio, 
or from what other cauſe I know not, 


ſhews ſuch an averſion to you, as fills 
me with anxiety and uneaſineſs, fince I 
have given my word to bring about a 


match between you; and yet I fear the 


day that ſees you Joined will behold my 


| poor, dear Louiſa wedded to her grave. 


But as I am reſolved, at all events, you 


ſhall have a ſon's ſhare i in my affections, 


and i in my poſſeſſions, you are ſet down 


as heir to half my eſtate; win my 
Louiſa, and the reſt is your's ; but 1 


muſt not have her inclinations forced; 


and know you are too juſt, too humane 
to require it. Forgive me, Branſley, 
that in the warmth of my care for my 


daughter's health, I ſought out that 


abandoned renegade, and might, per- 
haps, have made him her huſband; 
even if I had done ſo, ſtill half my poſ- 


« ſeſſions 


— OO 


cc 


oy tion of myſelf. 
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ſeſſions were reſerved to you.—Do not 
reply; I know you are above all mer- 


cenary views, but this I ſay i in er. 


a 1 


40 Buſinef . importance, continued 


he, calls me abroad —The time of my 
return will be uncertain, and my _vyoy- . 
age hazardous, it being time of war. 
Receive, therefore, this deed, which I 


have executed, whereby I make over one 
half of my eſtate to yourſelf, the other 


in truſt for me and my daughter. I have 


diſpenſed, indeed, with many forms of 
law, relative to my own ſecurity, as 
truſting to your honour ; but all thoſe 


which concern de are om. and 
valid. 77 85 | + 


'f 315 


0 Finally, to your care, my kinſman, 
do commit my greateſt treaſure, my 
child; I need not, ſure, deſire you to 


< uſc 
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tc uſe her kindly : Her affections may yet 
„ be won, and I, perhaps, may yet live 
% to ſee you happy in each other.” 


Branſley replied to this ſpeech by the 
moſt lively expreſſions of . gratitude and 
diſintereſted friendſhip, and retired not a 
little pleaſed with the deed he had received, 
which he carefully depoſited in a ſtrong 
box, while Acaſto went to ſeek his daugh- 
ter, and acquaint * with his ae 


journey. 


He found che lovely mourner ſecluded 
in her chamber. —A burſt of tears dimmed 
her fine eyes, and bedewed her beauteous 
cheeks, when he communicated his deſign 
to her. | 


« And muſt I then, ſaid ſhe, muſt your 

“ Louiſa, O my father, be left behind 
“ you deſolate and alone ?— Ah! rather 
: | cc let 
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let me tempt together with you the | 

raging ſeas, or fury of the war!”— 
Tears ſtopped her utterance, and Acaſto, 
raiſing her in his arms, ſoothed her, while 
himſelf caught the infectious ſoftneſs. But 
grief at laſt gave way to reaſon ; and he 
left her with ſuch aſſurances of his conti- 
nued affection, and ſtrong arguments for 
his departure, that ſhe was forced to ap- 
pear conſoled, though diſtracting fears and 
heart-felt grief had taken too full poſſeſ- 
ſion of her breaſt to be ſo eaſily chaſed from 
thence, eſpecially as her forrow Was 
heightened by her preſent ſituation. 1 
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AcasTo ſets out on his Journey—Reflec- 
tions © on Human Prudence. 


A= AST 0 3 with all poſſible 
ſpeed for his voyage; and as ſoon as 

the veſſel was ready to ſail for the Weſt 
Indies, departed, leaving Louiſa inconſo- 
lable for his abſence, and Branſley rejoicing 
at the occaſion of his ſuppoſed happineſs. 
The young lady, however, intreated to be 
indulged with the liberty of retreating to 
that little villa mentioned in the former 
volume, whither Acaſto uſed once every 
year to withdraw and ſpend a certain term 
in mourning. It was with difficulty, in- 
deed, that ſhe obtained this permiſſion, 
owing to Acaſto's care for her health, 
which he feared might be injured by ſuch 
a retirement. But at laſt ſhe prevailed, 
| and 
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and actually withdrew thither the day ſub- 


ſequent to that on which her father quitted 
hy * * * Place. 5 


Hither 8 uſed every other day 
to come to enquire after her health, 
and viſit her i in the moſt. reſpectful man- 
ner, but was ſeldom admitted; and, in all 
probability, would not at all, had ſhe not 
plainly perceived herſelf to be but too 
much in his power, ſince me could not 
gain her father's conſent to put herſelf un- 
der the protection of any of her female re- 
lations during his abſence : His reply Was, 
that as one of them had already abuſed her 


authority, he would not truſt another; be⸗ 
ſides, added he, there is my houſe- Keeper, 


Mrs. Graham, who is bred a gentlewo- 
man, and will anſwer every end of a rela- 
tion, to whoſe care I ſhall commit you.— 
Who this houſe-keeper was, we ſhall in a 

proper place inform the reader. Suffice 
| It 


GUARDIAN, 119 
it at preſent to ſay, that Louiſa preferred 
retiring to the ſolitary villa we have men- 
tioned, together with her waiting woman, 
to remaining under chis gentle woman 8 
F 


- 


Our * 3 will, no doubt, highly 


cenſure Acaſto for leaving his daughter thus 
circumſtanced, and laying both her and 


himſelf open to the machinations of a vil- 


lain; but, if they conſider the high opi- | 


nion he entertained of Branſley, whoſe ho- 


nour he had never juſt cauſe to ſuſpect, the 


impropriety of taking Louiſa with him to 
the Weſt Indies, and ſubjecting her to the 


difficulties and dangers of ſo long a voy- 


age, and the neceſſity of leaving ſome one 
in charge of his affairs at home; we pre- 
ſume all theſe will, in ſome meaſure, plead 


his excuſe for the truſt he repoſed in 


Branſley, though there was not an abſo- 


lute occaſion for its being ſo implicit. But 


| the 
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the moſt prudent of us may be deceived, 
and eſpecially the good man, who, con- 
- ſcious of his own innocence, is ever back- 
ward to call in queſtion that of others. | 


— N 
— 


A long acquaintance with the world, in- 
deed, generally corrects thoſe errors which 
proceed from a too open confidence, but 
in ſome men they are never eradicated. 
Beſides, in all the dealings we have with 
each other, if there be not ſome degree of 
confidence, we muſt be often at a loſs how 
to proceed. Ever ſuſpicious, we muſt be 
ever unhappy ; and while we are too cau- 


tiouſſy guarding againſt ills, we but too 
often overlook real good for fear of i ima- 


ginary evils, which ſeems to prove the 
truth of what a great poet has ſaid, 


27 Men may be read as well as books 
too much.” 


In the meanwhileit is ealy for be wh 
are lookers-0n, to find thoſe errors in 
others 


GCUARDEFAN-: me 
others | which, (all circumſtances conſi- 


dered) perhaps, they would themſelves 
have fallen into. 


After all, it ſhould ſeem that reflections 
of this ſort are but ſo many compliments 
which we pay ourſelves, at the expence 
of our neighbours and thoſe are gene- 
rally the wiſeſt men who make feweſt of 
them; contenting themſelves with ſilently 
obſerving what paſſes round them, and 
regulating their own conduct accor d- 
ingly. 


And it is for a reaſon ſimilar to this, 
that we have often forborne making re- 
flections, when they naturally enough 
offered themſelves, in the courſe of this 
hiſtory, as well knowing that the infe- 
rences and conſequences which a man 


himſelf 


—— 9 Op 
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himſelf deduces from a ſtory, as far ex- 
ceed thoſe which others can make for 
him, as the force of example does that of 
precept. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


BzAansLey aſſumes the Man of Conſe- 
quence—Treats Louiſa cruelly—Her 
_ Grief on that Occaſion. 


ſpect for Louiſa many weeks after her 
father's departure: He began now to in- 
fiſt on admittance to his miſtreſs s apart- 


ment (as he familiarly called it); and be- 


ing refuſed, removed the houſe-keeper and 


a man ſervant he could depend on, to take 
up their quarters in the houſe, and by this 


means kept the Lady cloſe priſoner. 


Thus beſet, ſhe determined, if poſſible, 


to quit the villa, and ſeek protection with 
ſome of her father's relations; but this re- 
Vol. II. = a ſolution 


RANSLEY did not retain his re- 


COTE 
* 2 _ "Sen PETE 
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ſolution came too late ; ſhe was too cloſely 
watched, and denied to paſs through the 
doors : Full'of vexation ſhe retired to her 
chamber, and wrote letters to ſome of her 
friends, with which ſhe charged her wait- 
ing-maid ;''but- the girl was ſtopped by 


Branſley himſelf, who was juſt then com- 


ing in at the door, and would not ſuffer 
her to paſs till he had firſt ſearched her, 


and forced the letters from her, which ſhe 


had concealed in her boſom. He then 
ran ſuddenly up ſtairs to Loviſa scham 
ber; and finding the door open, ruſhed 
in, and abruptly placed himſelf by her, 
where ſh&far'trombling.—* So, madam, 
& faid he, I have detected your ſchemes 
« /of vilifying me to your father's friends ; 
< theſe are pretty letters for a young lady 


„ to write againſt one who is to be her 


« huſband (opening them); nay ſtart not 
Hat the word thus I tear them to 
"8 pieces, 
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« pieces. I ſhall yet make your ſtub- 
horn heart bend to me, or J will break 
« it. Why all this diſtance Am I to 
« expect an anſwer or not.“ 


What anſwer can I make you, Mr. 
« Branſley,” returned ſhe; you know 
my diſlike to you, and you take every 
4 method to increaſe it, elſe why am! 
thus treated; why kept a priſoner in 
„my father's houſe; and how dare you 
thus abuſe his confidence—Anſwer me 
firſt : J know no authority you have to 
„ queſtion me.“ Eh, 


Thus, then, madam,” ſaid he, with 
an indifferent air, your father has de- 

„ ſigned me for your huſband: he has 

given me an unlimited authority, in the 

mean time, over your perſon and for- 

tune; for proof, behold the writings of 

| 6 2 ; your 
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C your eſtate, and theſe deeds which make 
them over to me—Your diflike I know | 
the cauſe of; but it exiſts not in me: I 
© am ready to marry you, and make you 
„happy, if love and tenderneſs can 
make you ſo; but if you refuſe to com- 
« ply with your own good and mine, I 
< ſhall follow the dictates of my paſſion, 
and take every means in my power to 
bend you to my will; and all this with- 
out abuſing the confidence repoſed in 
« me, which it ſeems is more unlimited 
than you at firſt imagined.” 


The afflifted Lady burſt into tears; 
© and is it thus, my dear father,” ſaid 
ſhe, © that you have given up your daugh- 
ter into the hands of a villain!—Yet 
« know, thou worſt of men, however my 
<< Ex:rent, by an affected ſhew of ſanctity, 
R May have been deluded into this falſe 
« ſtep, 
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& ſtep, no one on earth ſhall ever oblige 
« me to join in the bands of wedlock, with 
4 ſuch a monſter of ingratitude.” 


« At your choice, madam,” ſaid Branſ- 
ley, bowing : For this time I ſhall trou- 
« ble you no farther; in a few days your 
„ aunt Lovian will be here; in the mean 
time I am charged to keep you ſafe 
« here, and ſhall effect it in ſpite of all 


« your art.“ 


And fo faying he quitted the room, (but 
not the houſe) leaving Louiſa in a ſitua- 
tion eaſier to be imagined than deſcribed : 
His laſt words rang dreadful in her ears; 
ſhe imagined herſelf now betrayed on all 
ſides, and abandoned to deſtruction, and 
gave herſelf up to the moſt 5 
* ſorrow. Hir 


G 3 CHAN 


228 TF GENEROUS 


[ ö ys 

, F - j . 
f | 4 ” 'F 4 1 
— a, h * 4 * F AE 


CHAP. XVII. 


A vile Scheme defeated by an Accident— 
Heroic Exploit of WaxbrR—Louisa 5 
Journey to London. | 


N a day or two, Mr. Branſley, who 
had kept his ſtation all' the while in 
the houſe, ſent up his compliments, and, 
in a very reſpectful manhier, begged to be 
favoured with Miſs Louiſa's company: 
All things conſidered, and ſeeing into what 
hands ſhe was fallen, ſhe did not think fit 
to deny him. With an aching heart, ſhe 
entered the parlour where he was ſitting, 
who roſe up to receive her in a very gen- 
teel manner, and ſmiling, ſaid, « madam, 
Lam ſorry that, when laſt I faw you; 
we did; not part ſueh good friends as 
might have been wiſhed and expected 
«* from our long acquaintance, and the 
relation 
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| relation we ſtand i in to each other. bee 


come, let us drown the remembrance 'of 
what was but a trial of your conſtancy : | 

It is true, that I have ſuch | powers as 1 
mentioned to you; but it is no leſs true, 


that I never will uſe them in a manner 


that may be diſagreeable to you. Only 
this, I muſt requeſt of you, madam, 
that you will wait here a few. days the 
arrival of your aunt Lovian, whom 4 
expect on a viſit at Place, to ſet· 


tle ſome affairs your father has left i in 


charge for her, as you will ſee, if you 
pleaſe to peruſe this letter.” [Here he 


delivered into her hands "Y real letter.] 


ce 
(e 
cc 
66 


cs 


* And now, madam, I hope you will, in 
ſome meaſure, alter your ſentiments 


concerning me. -I will never uſe your 


| father or aunt's authority to force vu 
< to a match you diſapprove.—It is true 
I love you—yes, too cruel fair, I die 
« for you; but my paſſion ſhall take no 
% other 


G 4 
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6 other courſe than ſuch as virtue war- 
« rants, and even you yourſelf ſhall own 
“ to be Juſt. Dry up your tears, then, 
and let me for a while enjoy your com- 


Thus did he attempt to ſooth her, while : 
ſhe, though ſhe greatly ſuſpected him, 
thought proper to take no notice of it. 
She, therefore, ſat about two hours in 
converſation with him, and then with- 
drew; nor could all his intreaties prevail 
on her to ſtay the afternoon with him. 


[ He was na ſooner left alone, than he 
began laying an infamous plot to en- 
joy her perſon, naturally imagining that 
the peaceable poſſeſſion of her fortune 
would follow; and, indeed, as we have 
befare hinted, he was far from being in- 


ſenſible to the power of her charms —He 


* her EOS to intro- 
* 4 is 11 duce 
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duce him into her miſtreſs's cloſet, during 
the time ſhe was taking her afternoon's 
walk, as was her ufual cuſtom, in the gar- 
den, on the day following, and there he 
remained till night ; when, as ſhe was un- 
drefling herfelf for bed, he ſuddenly ruſh- 
ed on her, and folded her in his arms. 
She ſcreamed aloud, but in vain; for the 
hermitage being ſituate far diſtant from 
any other houſes, and none but creatures 
of Branſley about her, her virtue muſt 
abſolutely have fallen a facrifice to his ſu-, 
perior ſtrength and brutal paſſion, ſpent as 
ſhe was with ſtruggling, had not Jack 
Wander, of whom we have before made 
honourable mention, heard her cries as he 
was nding by with ſome gentlemen of his 
acquaintance; they inſtantly diſmounted 
and knocked loudly at the door, which the 
houſe-keeper opening, he left them to ſe- 
cure all below, and hurried up fairs to- 

„ wards 
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wards the room the noiſe proceeded: from, 
when perceiving the occaſion of it, draw- 
ing his hanger, obliged. Branſley to turn 
round to defend himſelf, whom having, 
with a ſtroke. or two, laid breathleſs and 
bleeding on the floor, and catching the 
Lady up in his arms, Who was by this 
time ſenſeleſs, conveyed her down, placed 
her on his horſe, and rode off at full ſpeed, 
followed by his companions, who had 
bound the ſervants in the houſe, and left 
them to their own meditations. Proba- 
bly, had they not been making rather too 
free with the juice of the grape, they 
would have taken other methods, : and car- 
ried them all before a, magiſtrate z but as 
ir was, it happened well for poor Louiſa 
that they came as they did, or her ruin 
had been inevitable. However, as Cir- 
cumſtances ſtood,  Branſley, on his reco- 
very, did not fail to make an advantage 
of it. 

When 
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When Miſs Louiſa revived, ſhe was not 

a little ſurprized to find herſelf in a room 
in a great inn with Wander and two other 
gentlemen ſitting by her, and applying, 
with the help of à ſervant maid, *medi- 
cines proper for her recovery. She could 
not help trembling to ſee herſelf in a ſtran- 
ger's hands, but was ſomewhat comforted, 
when Wander related what had happened, 
and told her he was going to London, where 
he would place her with dne Mrs. Good-/ 
will, a worthy, though diſtant relation of 
hers, for which place he accordingly ſet 
forward. But we muſt now leave them to 
proceed on their journey, and return to 
Horatio, whom you may by this time 
imagine to be far advanced on his eaſtern 
expedition. 4 2 Oe ee 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


Sea CHaracTERs— Memoirs of Captain 


WESTBY— Generoſity of a Sailor De- 
1 e of a Storm. 


TANY a weary day, and many a 
ſtormy night did our hero ſpend, 
the ſport of warring elements on the trou- 
bled deep; ſo Heaven ordained to lead 
him through thorny paths to happineſs, 
and teach him leſſons of ſelf-denial he 
inight otherwiſe, perhaps, never have at- 
tained to. | | 


- He: had! ſcarce ſettled himſelf with the 


officers, before he thought he perceived 


among the Cadets, the face of one he knew; 


and on a nearer inſpection, found it to be 


no other than the young gentleman, nephew 
to jw — already mentioned in this 
Ds performance. a 
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perfarmance. Horatio was heartily glad 
to ſee him, and the more ſo, as looking on 
him to be a brother in affliction. . They 
ſoon commenced a near and dear intimacy, 
and were frequent companions to each 
other. As to the officers in general, they 
| had but a diſagreeable time of it; for never 
was a worſe or more uncertain tem- 
pered man than their Captain. He was 
originally the nephew of a gentleman 
who commanded. an Eaſt Indiaman, and 
made him, after a little experience in ſea 
affairs, his chief mate, in which ſtation 
he behaved fo ungratefully as to be per- 
petually exciting murmurings in the ſhip 
againſt his uncle, and more than once a 
mutiny ; beſides this, he traduced him to 
the D rs of a certain Company; and, 
in the end, teazed him not only out of the 
command, but out of his life alſo, in re- 
warn. for his kindneſs in educating him fit 

for 
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for a genteel and profitable ftation.—It 
Was not long before he wheedled himſelf 
into the good graces of the C——y, fo 
far as to procure a large veſſel, which he 
no conducted as ill as it was poſſible for 
a man to do. This very man had the ef- 
frontery to purſue, and endeavour to take 
by force, ſome ſailors who had fled from 
his tyranny and ill uſage, and taken refuge 
on board a King's ſhip; and when he 
faited in the attempt, and was challenged 
by one of the Officers, baſely declined the 
combat, and feigned ſickneſs till the veſſel 
quitted the port.—F rom ſuch a one, when 
in command, what could be expected but 
imperious behaviour? And, indeed, he 
gave proofs enough of a haughty and cruel 
temper during this whole voyage: There 
was not an Officer with whom he had not 
ſome diſpute or other; ſome he pretended 
to break, and even went ſo far as to ſtrike 
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two of them. — Our hero had, however, 
but one quarrel with him; and he ſupport- 
ed it in ſo juſt and manly a manner, that 
the high and mighty Captain did not chuſe 
to enter into another with him. The af- 
fair was as follows: | 
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A favourite boy of the Captain, (for he 
had his favourites) had been extremely 
ſaucy, and uſed very injurious language 
to a Quartet-maſter, Who was one of the 
quieteſt and moſt ſenſible men, and per- 
haps the beſt ſeaman on board the ſhip; 
and finding the man take it patiently, took 
occaſion to hoot and pelt him, in conſe- 
quence of which the ſailor gave him a mo- 
derate and due correction; on which the 
fifth Mate, by way of obtaining the Cap- 
tain's favour, took occaſion to ſtrike and 
| otherwiſe maltreat the man, and this dur- 
ing the watch of the ſecond and fourth 
10 t. 1 
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Mate, which they both reſented, but in 
particular our hero, who not only re- 
proved, but obliged him to quit the deck. 


As it was in the night watch, the fifth 


Mate complained to Captain Weſtby, 
whoſe creature he was; and the Captain 
coming on deck about noon, queſtioned 
Horatio very ſharply concerning the af- 
fair; and after having expreſſed his anger 
in very indecent terms, interrupting him 
ever and anon in his ſtory, he bade him | 


follow him into his cabin, where he threa- 


tened to break and diſcipline him as a 
foremaſtman.—Our hero had heard him 
patiently till now, which the Captain pro- 
bably attributed to cowardice ; but he 
quickly found his miſtake, when Mr. Sa- 
yille, with a glowing countenance, but 
ſteady tone of voice, thus addreſſed him: 


Lock ye, Capt. Weſtby, I am not to 
E learn the — you have over me, 


PRO 


Sa neither 
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* neither do I doubt your inclination te 
ee uſe it tomy diſadvantage; I know like- 
<« wiſe the reſpect due to you, and wiſh 
15 you would not oblige me to tranſgreſs 
the rules of it. But if L have committed 
« any offence, give me a fair and open 
trial, that privilege which is allowed 
to the meaneſt criminal But of this be 
saſſured, that while I am conſcious of 
* my. own innocence, no power on earth 
« ſhall inſult me with impunity; and 
&< whatever I may at any time ſuffer from 
the cruel hand of power unprovoked, 1 
* have both an heart and an arm to re- 


venge it at a proper opportunity. 


Theſe words, delivered with a proper 
accent, had ſuch an effect upon the Cap- 
tain, that he diſcharged Horatio without 
farther examination, and took no farther 
notice of the man, whom a little before 

| he 
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had, with horrid imprecations on him- 
ſelf, declared he would do his utmoſt to 


This honeſt ſailor came to our hero, and 
begged to ſpeak with him; when being 
admitted into his cabin, he ſpoke thus: 
<« Sir, I hope your Honour will not be 
angry with ime for what Jam going to 
ſay ;—Lam but a ſea - faring man; but 
* the truth is this; 1 have at preſent by 
* me above 100l. all my own; now, as 
<« tis like your Honour may not be ſo well 
48 ſupplied, as J have heard you are not 
« uſed to the trim of theſe here people, 
« the whole, or any part of it, is at your 
« ſervice, which it may be.may help your 
.** Honour out, if Capt. Coxcomb ſhould 
„ at any time lay you aboard in the law 
A 


Horatio 
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Horatio, who admired his gratitude, 
while he ſmiled at his ſimplicity, thanked 
him for his kindneſs, but told him he had 
at preſent no occaſion to accept it. 
Meanwhile the ſhip proceeded ſwiftly on 
her voyage, till, on doubling the Cape of 
Good Hope, they met with very bad wea- 
ther. The roaring waves, the bluſtering 
winds,” and thunder and lightening, which 
ſeemed to ſet the ſea on fire, exhibited 
now a moſt horrid ſcene. Two days and 
two nights this continued, during which 
time there was not a man that had his na- 
turnal food or reſt; and the ſurges were 
ſo violent, that the ſhip, large and ſtout 
as it was, was every moment in danger of 
foundering. 


The Captain and Chief Mate at this 
time were far from being the moſt cou- 


rageous 
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rageous or prudent in the ſnhip. They 

were perpetually accuſing all the other Of. 
ficers of want of ſkill, at the ſame time 
they were every hour giving proafs of the 
fame defect in themſelves. - But the ſecond 
Mate and Mr. Saville behaved with a re- 
ſolution and eonduct, which was amazing 
in the latter, as he would not be ſuppoſed 
to underſtand theſe affairs ſo well as the 
ſuperior Officers; and by their endeavours 
chiefly, and the reſolution of carrying fail 
at all hazards, the veſſel rode _ ſtorm 
gut in lang, | 


CHAP. 
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"CHAP. XIX. 


Our Hero — : 
Love Tale. 


ROM the Cape they ſailed towards 9 
Madagaſcar, where they landed, and 
found only a wild country, capable, how- 
ever, of cultivation, and abounding in 
cattle. Here having taken in proviſions, 
they failed for Bengal, the place of their 
deſtination, a fine fertile country, where 14 
they landed their Cadets and military Of- = 
ficers, and among the reſt the young Mr. 
-, who parted very affectionately 
with Horatio. | 
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During the time of their ſtaying here, — 
one only remarkable event happened, | 


which was this ;—Mr. -—— travelling / 


up 
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up the country, chanced to light on a 


young merchant, whoſe company he ſud- 


denly became extremely fond of, and won 
him to the ſame ſettlement where himſelf 
was placed. Some time after, the young 
gentleman was ordered on an expedition, 


when, to the oreat furprize of every one, 


the young merchant embarked on board 
the ſame coaſter with him, and inſiſted on 
being admitted as a volunteer only on that 


expedition. This reſolution was admired 


and praiſed, and his extraordinary requeſt 
complied with. | | $9 

In the action, which was a ſmart one, 
between the Engliſh and the Indians, Mr. 


being in great danger, the ſtran- 


ger interpoſed and received a wound in 


the thigh; he was carried off to the tent 
of his friend, who had by this time re- 
ceived a commiſſion —When the fight was 


over, 
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over,, in which the Company's troops 
proved victorious, on Mr. s re- 


turn, he found the young merchant would 


not ſuffer his wound to be dreſſed, till his 
arrival. When he enquired into the cauſe 


of this ſtrange reſolution, the wounded vo- 


lunteer begged every one but his friend to 
quit the tent; and was then diſcovered to 
be no other than the very young Lady for 
whoſe fake he had quitted England.— 
Having been ſent abroad in company with 


a Lady to whoſe care ſhe was entruſted, 
ſhe had, on her arrival in Bengal, pre- 
vailed on this Lady to ſuffer her to aſſume 


the habit of a man, and paſs for her cou- 


ſin, Juſt arrived from England, which was 


the more eaſily done as the ſhip touched 


firſt at Bombay, whence they ſailed round 
to the coaſt :—For this Lady was greatly 
deluded by a falſe ſtory to take Miſs — 


with her, and was willing to do her any 


favour 
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favour in return to make amends for the 
injury done her. 


On the event of this diſcovery, every one 
were forward to with the two lovers joy 
on their return, and urge them to join 
their hands, which was done with all con- 
venient expedition; and they reſolved to 


ſettle in India, when Mr. Saville reluct- 


antly left them when the ſhip ſet ſail for 


England.— And now, after an abſence of 


about twenty months, the Officers being 
all on board, Capt. Weſtby * on 


kis voyage. 
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CHAT. BY: 


Deſcription of St. Helena, and its Inha-. 
bitants—Mr. Layton in Love—The 
Ship on Fire. bt 1 


TN URING this interval, a peace with 
France was concluded, which ren- 

dered the voyage homeward bound, ſafer 

and more agreeable than that to India. 


Nothing of any moment happened till 
they touched at St. Helena, the appear- 
ance of which, at a diſtance, is the moſt 
unpromiſing that can poſſibly be imagined, 
being ſkirted with black rocks, which ſup- 
port the clouds, without the leaſt appear- 


ance of any culture; but advancing round 
the different points of land, the proſpect 


opens at laſt into a beautiful valley, which 


Vor. II. 3 1 exhibits 
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exhibits all the beauties of a cultivated 
country. The ſoil, however, is but ſhal- 
low here; and the iſland abounds ſo much 
in rats, Who take refuge in the holes of 
the rocks, that their produce, in corn eſ- 
pecially, will by no means Ps the in- 
habitants. 


Horatio found the people here in gene- 
ral to be far different from what they are 
repreſented. ——Hoſpnality, for which 


many have celebrated this iſland, he found 


to have very little footing in it-—On the 
contrary, they appeared to live, like thoſe 
in our ſea-port towns, merely on what they 
could ſqueeze and extort from thoſe who 
touched there, who paid enormous prices 


- for every thing they were accommodated 


with; and the utmoſt praiſe that they de- 
ferved, ſeemed to be that of uſing people 
well for their money, 


The women, indeed, were the faireſt 


complectioned and moſt beautiful that a 
painter's fancy could imagine; and here 


the ſecond Mate left his heart behind him 3 
but Horatio, on quitting England, had 


renewed in his mind his vows to his dear 
Louiſa, whoſe picture having found among 


ſome trinkets in his cheſt, he now wore 


next his heart; and his value for her 
ſeemed now to encreaſe in proportion to 


the time he had been abſent from Eng- 


land. | 


The avarice of his miſtreſs's friends oc- 
caſioned the diſappointment of Mr. Lay- 
ton ; for the girl would willingly enough 
have matched herſelf with him, but they 
forbad her till he ſhould arrive at the com- 
mand of a veſſel, which he returned to 
England fully bent on ſolliciting. 


2 Being 
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Being invited, while the ſhip lay here, 
(waiting for water and freſh proviſions) on 
board a man of war, Horatio recognized 
in the perſon of their Chaplain, Doctor 
—, the clergyman who made one of 
the company at Place. He ſaluted 
our hero with a ſincere regard, and in- 
formed him of the death of his aunt, Lady 
Marſham, who had poiſoned herſelf for 
vexation on having offered her perſon, at 


diſcretion, to an Officer of Marines then 
on board; and having been by him re- 
jected, becauſe of a paſſion he entertained 
for a young Lady of great virtue and 
beauty. The Doctor attended her in her 
laſt moments, and to him ſhe confeſſed 
her amour with Branſley, his baſeneſs, and 
the falſe accuſation laid againſt Mr. Sa- 
ville, which proved the occaſion of his 
quitting the family; and, indeed, of all 
his misfortunes. The ſhip was home ward 
| | bound 3 
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bound; and, on their departure, they 
{failed for England together. 


Horatio admired the wonderful hand of 
Heaven, which had thus, by ſuch extra- 
ordinary means, brought to light his in- 
nocence; and whenever the weather per- 
mitted, he and the good Doctor were 22 
| n viſiting each other. 


The wind word as fair as they could 
wiſh, till they came near the latitude of 
the weſtern iſlands, when a ſudden ſtorm 
aroſe, which ſeparated the Auguſta from 
her conſort.—And the gale had ſcarce ſub- 
ſided, when, by the careleſſheſs of the 
favourite ſervant of Captain Weſtby, a 
fire happened in the ſteerage of the ſhip. 
This was a trying circumſtance; and the 
Captain, inſtead of ſhewing himſelf, and 
giving the proper orders on the occaſion, 

8 HK 3 | ſhut 
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ſnut himſelf up in the cabin with his Chief 
Mate; and there being a boat aſtern, pro- 
vided the ſtern ladder ready for their eſ- 
cape, if there ſhould be the leaſt occa- 
fion.—Meanwhile Mr. Layton and Hora- 
tio were called on deck, though ſome 
time before the expiration of their watch; 
and by their prudence made ſuch diſpoſi- 
tions as in leſs than an hour extinguiſhed | 
the fire.— It was, indeed, a dreadful ſcene, 
as they were at leaſt 150 leagues from the 
neareſt land.—The volumes of ſmoke and 
flaſhes of burſting flame, joined to the 
ſcreamings of the affrighted women paſ- 
ſengers, were enough to daunt the intre- 
pid; but theſe Officers went from place 
to place comforting the paſſengers, en- 
couraging, with voice and hand, the ſea- 
men; and, in fine, doing every thing that 
could be done on ſuch an occaſion. 


Among 
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Among the women, one Indian paſſen- 
ger was particularly alarmed on this occa- 
Gon, and fell into fits, from which ſhe was 
with difficulty recovered. As there was 
ſomething extraordinary in this woman's 
circumſtances, we ſhall communicate them | 
to the reader in the manner ſhe herſelf 
made the two gentlemen acquainted with 
them, in Mr. Layton's cabin, 


134 Tux GENEROUS 


CHAP. XXI. 
The Hiſtory of ZULIMaA, 


MAV name is Zulima; Iam the daugh- 
9 ter of Rajah-Belem, a Prince tri- 
butary to the Great Mogul, and native of 
Indoſtan.— About ten years ſince an Eng- 
liſhman appeared at my father's Court, 
who, to the beſt of my remembrance, in 


your language, called himſelf Woodville. 


He became enamoured of me, and I was 


not leſs ſo of him : His perſon, air and 
addreſs were ſuch as I thought I had ne- 
ver ſeen among our Indian nations. He 
ſpoke our language juſtly and correctly, 
and had a-voice which, in ſinging, equalled 
the Bird of Paradiſe. —He entertained me 
with ſtories of his country, and I liſtened 
as to the angel of inſtruction. In ſhort, 
he won ſo far upon me, that for him, I 
was at laſt content to quit my country, 

my 
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my father, and my religion, and was wil- 
ling to embark with him for England. — 


To this purpoſe I left our Court, and fled 
-with him to Calcutta, where we lived ſome 
time together, when, having been abſent 

a few days up the country, on my return 

I ſuddenly miſſed him; and enquiring 

every where for him, a Cipaye Officer at 


laſt informed me that he was embarked on. 
board a coaſting veſſel. for Bombay, and- 
ſhewed me the-ſhip, crowding all her ſails, 


at the diſtance of about ſeven leagues.. 


Diſtracted with anxious love, I reſolved: 


to follow him with the firſt opportunity; 


J did ſo; but in vain. When I arrived at 


Bombay, the firſt news that I heard was, 


that the veſſel he embarked in was loſt off 
Cape Corunna, and he and all the crew 
periſhed. —Full of grief, I returned to 


Calcutta, where I remained (having been 
prevented from putting an end to mylife) 
H 5 above 
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above eight years in a ſtate as forlorn as 
that of widowhood.—At the end of that 


term, an Officer of the Garriſon paid his 


addreſſes to me; and ſoon after, deſpair- 


ing ever more to ſee my former lover, I 
conſented to marry his countryman. We 
had lived above a twelvemonth together, 
and I had a child by-him, when, walking 
one day on the ramparts of the caſtle, 
whom ſhould I meet but my former lover. 
I was ſo much aſtoniſhed, that I ſunk 
ſpeechleſs on the ground; he raiſed me; 
I revived, and found myſelf half ſmother- 
in his kiſſes and embraces. The ſun was 
ſet, and the walk began to fill, according 
to the cuſtom of the hot countries; he 


therefore inſiſted on my retiring with him 
to a houſe he had hired, where, when we 


were arrived, he told me the ſtory of his 
4hipwreck, and wonderful preſervation on 
a maſt till he was taken up by a Dutch- 
man, and carried to Ceylon, one of the 


ſpice 
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ſpice iſlands, where he remained for ſome 
time; then went to Bombay, where he 
finiſhed his buſineſs, and was actually re- 
turning to Bengal in queſt of me, when he 
was taken by the Malagan pirates, wit 
whom he remained between ſeven and 
eight years in ſlavery, and from whom he 
had but juſt eſcaped: He concluded with 
conjuring me to keep to my former reſo- 
lution of embarking with him for England, 
having excuſed his ſudden leaving me by 
alledging an unexpected command of the 
company, of which he ſaid he ſent me 
timely notice, but, by ſome miſchance, the 
meſſenger was intercepted. T5 


T-told him I was married; he ſtarted; 
yet faid that need not alter his purpoſe. — 

: 1-argued the caſe with him, yet I fear but 

weakly ; for I loved ardently ; nine years 

abſence had not extinguiſhed my flame, 

and I gave a ſort of conſent to I know not 

What, 
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what.—T returned not that night, and the 
next day my huſband was found murder- 
ed; and his dead body, covered with 
wounds, brought to me on the public 
walks : I ſtarted with horror ; my lover 
was a little behind; when he came up he 
appeared not leſs aſtoniſhed ;' yet, within 
a day or two, he adviſed me to take advan- 
tage of this favourable opportunity to pack 
up whatever was valuable of my deceaſed 
Lord's, and embark with him, according 
to our firſt deſign, for England.— I was 
perſuaded : by his arguments.—! did ſo; 
but we had not proceeded far, before, un- 
der the notion of obſerving ſomething cu- 
112us on one of the iſlands in Bengal river, 
he, together with myſelf and two of the 
Officers, quitted the ſhip in a little, boat, 
and landed on the ſpot he had pointed out. 
After we had walked a little way, the 
Engliſhmen turned round towards me, 
and declared their intention of leaving me 
there 4 
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there; I raved, I ſcreamed, and ran to- 
wards the fea fide; but they all drew piſ- 
tols from their pockets, and ſwore they 
would put me to death on the inſtant if I 
attempted to follow them I fainted, and 
ſunk on the earth; how long I remained | 
in this ſtate I know not; but on my reco- 
very, I found an Indian, whom I had re- 
membered often to have ſeen at my fa- 
ther's Court, ſtanding over me, wringing - 
his hands, beating his breaſt, and exhi- 
biting all the ſigns of a heart-felt ſorrow. 
66 For Heaven's ſake,” ſaid he, in the In- 
dian language, how came you hither, 
* my dear miſtreſs ?” I related to him the 
latter part of my ſtory, while he haſtened 
me into his canoe. © I have been aſhore,” 
continued he, © but faur hours myſelf, in 
« ſearch of an Indian ſome time ſince caſt © 
« away here; I found nothing but a part 
% of his ſkeleton; and it was with the 
e utmoſt 9 Ipreſerved myſelf from 
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the wild beaſts, whoſe bowels I ſup- 
<« poſe to have been his tomb.“ In ef- 
fect, he made haſte to convey me away 
from this dreadful place, and put me on 
board an Indian veſſel, which returned me 


to Bengal, from whence I have now em- 


barked a ſecond time for England ; not, 
indeed, in purſuit of him, but in order to 
gain ſome intelligence concerning a bro- 
ther of mine, who was decoyed thither by 
his artifices—Such is my preſent ſitua- 
tion; and my troubles have ſo greatly im- 
paired my health, that, though naturally 
of a good conſtitution, they have ſubject- 
ed me to fits, which return ſtrongly upon 
me, on occaſions like theſe, in one of 


— 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. XXII. 


Loſs of the Ship—Our Hero arrives in 
England. 


TERE Zulima ended, not without 

tears, and her ſtory greatly affected 
the two gentlemen, —She was a fine olive 
beauty, about the age of twenty-five ; ſhe 
had piercing dark eyes, and hair as black 
as jet, which flowed in natural ringlets 
down her neck, and twined into a wreath, 
encircling her ſwelling boſom, which, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of the country, was 
diveſted of every other covering.—She 
moved gracefully, ſung well, and played 
on the lute enchantingly ; yet, with all 
theſe accompliſhments, ſhe was deſtined 
to ſpend the remainder of her days in 
complainings. | 


Bur, 
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But to return.—After the affair of the 
fire, the Captain and his firſt Mate were 
held in univerſal contempt and deteſtation 
by the Officers and Seamen, whom they, 
on their part, did every thing they could 


to thwart whenever it lay in their way; 


and had it not been for the mild meaſures 


recommended by Horatio, (Who ſtood 
high in the eſteem of all on board, the two 


gentlemen abovementioned only excepted) 


all would have been confuſion; ſince their 


murmurs roſe ſo high, that a mutiny was 
hourly expected; and what increaſed this 
evil was, the Captain and Purſer's having 
diſpoſed of ſuch a quantity of bread and 
other proviſions to another ſhip, at St. 
Helena, that ſcarce any were left on board 
the Avgrſt; ſo that the wind proving 
foul before they reached the end of their 
voyage, they were above three weeks in a 
condit.on little better than ſtarving. | 


At 
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At laſt, however, they reached the en- 
trance of the channel; but ſtill beating up 
againſt a foul wind, Mr. Layton and Ho- 
ratio adviſed either to make for Ireland, or 
bear off to ſea again, after having procured 
proviſions from ſome of the ſhipping daily 
cruizing in thoſe parts: But their counſcl] 
was ſlighted, and the Captain ſtill ſteered 
towards the land, till at laſt the veſſel ran 
aſhore at four in the morning, in thick 
weather, near Mount's Bay, on the coaft 
of Cornwall. The alarm was great; and 
had not the weather been mild, the conſe- 
quences muſt have been fatal. The Cap- 
tain giving the ſhip over for loſt, went 
aſhore with his paſſengers, as did alſo 
the firſt Mate, leaving Mr. Layton, 
Horatio, and the fifth Mate, with all the 
ſeamen on board, by whoſe care and con- 
duct the veſſel was got off, under favour 
of a ſpring tide ; but as ſhe had received 


much 
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much damage, it Was thought neceſſar ul 


to carry her into Plymouth harbour to 
refit, | 7 


_ Meanwhile the Purſer had been ſent to 

the India-Houſe with intelligence of this 
misfortune ; and Mr. Layton, .as ſoon as 
he had carried the ſhip into Plymouth har- 
bour, not to be behind hand with the Cap 
tain, cleared her as faſt as poſſible, and 
went himſelf with the news of ther ſafety. 


On his return, Horatio obtained from 
him his diſcharge ; and ſetting out from 
Plymouth, reſolved to go through Exeter 
to * *.* Place, and endeavour, if poſſi- 
ble, to gain ſome intelligence of his 
Louiſa. | 


„ 
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CHAP, XXIIL 


| Two extraordinary Meetings, and their 


Conſequences. 


| mon T O having by this time finiſh- 
ed his Weſt Indian affairs, landed 
likewiſe at Plymouth, and was actually at 
this very time on his road to- Place, 
Having received intelligence of Branſleyꝰs 
villainy, though but imperfectly; for that 
prudent young gentleman gave it out that 
Miſs Louiſa had eloped with a young 
Take, who took her from him by force, 


and was fled no one knew whither. 


When Horatio arrived at a certain large 
inn on the weſtern road, he enquired if 
there were not any other company there, 
and was anſwered, only one elderly gen- 


tleman: 
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tleman: Then, faid Horatio, tell that 
gentleman I ſhould be glad if he would 
favour me with his company at ſupper. 
But how great was his ſurprize, when, in 
conſequence of this meſſage, he ſaw his 
old patron, benefactor, and guardian en- 


ter the room. The aſtoniſhment was mu- 
tual; both for a while ſtood filent, till at 


laſt Horatio throwing himſelf at his feet, 
cried out, My dear father, my beſt of 


“ friends, will you now once more look 
„on your Horatio!“ The good old gen- 


tleman raiſed him affectionately, aſſured 
him of his future regard, and proceeded 


to inform him of what he had heard of 
Branſley.—< Good Heaven ! then,” cried 
Horatio, © what is become of my Louiſa ! 
* Perhaps, even now, ſhe wanders help- 
t leſs and forlorn o'er barren heaths, or 
* pathleſs woods; perhaps ſhe ſeeks in 
4 yain relief from pining want and mi- 
4 ſery; 
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« ſery; for oh! as fure as I am miſer- 
« able, ſhe never ſubmitted to be carried 
« off in the manner that vile one has re- 
ported. „I hope not,” ſaid Acaſto. 
] am ſure not,” ſaid Mr. Saville ; © fer 
„ ſhe was purity itſelf; and he, in every 
« other circumſtance, has proved himſelf 
e the baſeſt of lars, and the worſt of 
* men. But let us haſte together, my 
% father, ſo I once more will call you 
let us haſte.— T his arm ſhall at once 


« revenge your wrongs, and thoſe of 


% Louiſa, together with my own.—lI will 


deſtroy the monſter, or periſh in the 


« attempt.” Acaſto here repreſſed the 


' tranſports of his rage, and adviſed him 
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to put his paſſions more under the guid- 
ance of prudence; for aſſuredly,“ con- 
cluded he, ſuch enormous villainy will 
„ never triumph in a country ſo renown- 


« ed 


. 8 5 * = 7 
* . * * » — —— 0 
© re es WE rr eo = K * Sos 
— k Ads 


168 Tue GENEROUS 
<« ed as this for the juſtneſs of its laws, and 
the uprightneſs of its Rulers.” 


They ſpent the evening together; and 
on the ſucceeding morning, ſet forward in 
a poſt-chaiſe to * Place; but a few * 
miles from Exeter they were over-turned,. 
by the unſkilfulneſs of the driver, near a 
gentleman's ſeat, who, ſeeing the accident 
from his window, ſent his ſervants to their 
aſſiſtance, with an invitation to walk in and 
refreſh themſelves, which they accepted, 
while the chaiſe was put in order, Horatio 
having only received a ſmall contuſion on 
his left arm, and Acaſto being perfectly un- 
hurt. It was about the hour of noon, and 
the maſter of the manſion inſiſted they 
ſhould ſtay to dinner; which being ſome 
time after ſerved up, his wife and daugh- 
ter entered, together with another lady, her 
companion, in whom (amazing ſight) the 
father beheld his daughter, the lover his 
miſtreſs, his long loſt Louiſa, | 

It 
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It would be vain to attempt the deſcrip- 
tion of ſuch a meeting, or the tears of joy 
ſhed upon the occaſion.— The feeling heart 
will conceive it, undeſcribed, and the un- 
feeling one can have little reliſh for ſuch 
delicate ſenſations. After the firſt tranſ- 
ports of tenderneſs had ſubſided, Acaſto 


begged of his daughter circumſtantially 


to relate what had happened to her ſince 
his departure, which ſhe did much in the 
manner we have already done, till the time 
of her delivery by Mr. Wander ; after 
which ſhe proceeded as follows: My 


« deliverer, (whoſe generoſity I have the 


«« greateſt occaſion to praiſe, whilſt I won- 


eder at his fickleneſs of temper) though 
<« he had at firſt propoſed to place me with 


« a relation of my own in London, alter- 
ee ed his mind, as fearing, he ſaid, leſt I 
* ſhould be under ſome ſuch reſtraint as 


„had been with my aunt Lovian, and 


conducted me to an elderly lady, an 
__ « acquaintance 
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e acquaintance of his, under whoſe pro- 
ce teCtion he left me, and I have never 
c heard from him ſince. This gentlewo- 
ec man was, indeed, of a good and gene- 
cc rous diſpoſition, but ſo extremely whim- 
« ical, that I, in the ſtation of her com- 


* panion, had often reaſon to complain 


of difagreeable treatment; yet, when 


J once became accuſtomed to her tem- 
« per, I ſubmitted to it patiently. But 
« before I had remained there a month, 
„Mrs. Maine, the gentlewoman Iam now 


<«*with, coming there on a viſit with her 


„ daughter, they both were ſo preſſing 
„ with the old lady to permit me to re- 
e turn with them for a ſhort time into the 
e country, that ſhe conſented ; but dying 
before the time of my return, this good 


family have detained me ever ſince, and 


loaded me with kindneſs in ſuch a man- 


« ner, as I am at a loſs how to expreſs 


my gratitude for. Meanwhile I have 


0 ke pt | 
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9 kept my name and family concealed, to 
avoid the impertinence and vain cui i- 


* © ioiry of ſome; and the wicked machina- 
6 lions of others.” | 


"if tin" narration Ry knimed, Acaſto 
took the hands of Horatio and Louiſa and 
joined them together, faying, < Thus do 
“J join you, my children, in t] the face of 
$ Heaven.—It i is true, I have not chat 
« wealth to beſtow which I could wiſh ; 
* my imprudence has put it into the 
« hands of a villain : : But be comforted; 
: 1 haye yet enough for you.—You know, 
= my dear,” continued he, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to his daughter, I had a couſin who 
„ went abroad very: young : On his 
death, his friends ſent for me over to 
“Jamaica. His ſon, a wild and wicked 
e youth, traverſed the globe from Eaſt to 
« Weſt, and in every place left marks of 
Vol. II. „ 
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his diſſolute and abandoned manners, 


particularly at Calcutta; he deluded an 
« unhappy. Indian Lady, and fold her 
brother as a ſlave; the ſtory of which 
« my coulin having heard, he reſolved to p 
make her brother or herſelf (if alive) 
«< amends,; he therefore left in his Will 


es half his fortune, which amounts to up- 
« wards of 40,0001. to me, and half to 


4 the unhappy Zulima's brother,” — 


IEG Myſterious Heaven !” faid Horatio, 


oo Zulima herſelf is yet alive, and in Eng- 
« land, ogg where at preſent I cannot 
40 aſcertain.— 4 Then,“ ſaid Acaſto, © the 
66 moiety is hers, the reſt be yours, my 
« children; I only aſk you to ſubſiſt, for 


<« a while, a poor old man, and bear with 


the frailties of his age, who ſoon will 
„ ſhrink into his grave.“ Long may 
&« you live to. bleſs the world,” ſaid Ho- 
ratio, with your virtues.” —* Heaven 
<, preſerve my father, ecchoed Louiſa.— 

< But 
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s Bur what; Sir,“ ſaid Mts: Maine, © is 
become of your eoufim s ſon ?- 1 
« forgot to tell you, madam, replied 


Acaſto, © that a wave breaking over te 


« ſhip, in a ſtorm of wind; waſhed him 
„ over-board, and he was drowned.” 


Theſe topics furniſhed a converſation 
too long here to ſet down, in which Mr. 
and Mrs. Maine and their daughter, be- 
ing people of good ſenſe, well ſuſtained 
their part. | 


They kept Acaſto and his little family 
chere all the ſucceeding day; and would 
have detained them longer, had not their 
buſineſs required their preſence at * * * * 
Place; but, on that conſideration, pre- 
vailed with them to permit their depar- 
ture, on condition, however, of ſeeing 
them again in a few months. 


i 4 Before 
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Before they ſet gut, Acaſto made Mrs. 
Maine a- preſent of a very valuable ring, 
1 and her daughter of his picture, ſet with 
diamonds, formerly worn by the wife of 
his lately deceaſed. cum. 
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Acasro's arrival in the Neighbourhood of 
his ancient Seat—BRANSLEY' s haughty 
and infolent Behaviour—A Lau- Suit 


& J7 
commenced. 


TOTHING could equal the furprize 

; of Branſley,, when he heard | that 
Acaſto, Horatio and Louiſa, were all on 
their way to * place: He, however, 
perceiving. h 8 villainy to be ;diſcoyered, 
reſolved: to avow it. and make a deſperate 
Rand, W e w_ 8; b:f 


p 7 * ; N 25 ; s — 
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When Acaſto a hls little train arrived 
at a village * in, the neighbourhood of his 
ancient ſeat, he ſent a meſſage | to \Branf; 


ley, ſignifying his return, and, without any 


reproaches, deſiring to ſee him. That 
. young gentleman ſent for anſwer, 
| LI that 
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that he could not conceive any buſineſs 
Acaſto, or any ef his family, could have 
with him, and that he was too much em- 
ployed on his own affairs to attend him. 


"Phe tendür of this anker ſufficiently 
convinced Acafto that he had nothing to 
expect from that quarter. He then em- 
ployed a lawyer, who waited, on Mr. 
Branſſey 1 in perſon, requiring, him t0 ur- 
render up the whole eſtate to Acaſto dur- 
ing his natural life, and offering, baſe as 
he was, to confirm the deed of ſettlement 
of the one half of it at his death.—He re- 
plied, with great haughtineſs, that as he 
had the writing, preſent poſſeſſion of the 
premiſes, and a deed making them over to 


him, he would ſooner part with his life 
than a ſingle foot of the land, which indeed 


proved literally true. 


| Horatio, extras at his villainy, would 
fain have puniſhed him with his own hand; 
{6 but 
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but was reſtrained by his father and miſ- 
treſs. He ſent him, however, a letter full 
of bitter reproaches, to which the other 
returned no anſwer. 


But, one evening, while the lawſuit was 
depending, as Mr. Saville and his dear 
Louiſa were returning from walking in the 
fields about duſk, they were fet upon by 
two men, with drawn hangers, who en- 
deavoured to affaffinate both, brit eſpeci- 
ally Louiſa, in defence of whom Horatio 
was wounded ;/ and the Lady at laſt had 
certainly. fallen a victim to their fury, if 
ſome gentlemen coming up had not occa- 
ſioned them to make off.— At their return 
Acaſto was much alarmed for the ſafety 
of his children: Horatio, with his wounds, 
and Louiſa, with her fright, were for a 
long time confined to their chamber; and 
when they recovered, he would not ſuffer 
either of them to ſtir out without armed 

I 4 attendants, 


178 THE GENEROUS 


attendants, as not doubting but that this 
affair had its riſe a the malice of 
Branſley. — 


Meanwhile the council gave them great 
hopes of recovering their right, which 
muſt at once expoſe. Branfley to want, and 
cover him with confuſion. On the other 
hand he ſtrengthened | himſelf with ſecuring 
all. the falſe evidence that money and in- 
tereſt; could procure: Thus both parties 
tought themſelves pretty ſecure of being 
victors in a cauſe which Providence had 
| pre-determined ſhould never come to a 
trial. 10 | 
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% nou Well ee cat 
Arrival of WanDeR and Capt. BRL MONT 
Various deen 1 


1141 


BOUT this time Hemi 8 7 7 ac- 
quaintance, Wander, arrived in that 
part of the country, but! in a deplorable 
condition, having by this time diſſipated 
all his paternal inheritance. Acaſto, how- 
ever, received him with the greateſt cof- 
diality; whatever might be his vices or 
follies, he could not regard, without an 
eye of W _ GI * his 
W SRO! OIL 1341 © 3 Nel 


2 0 


This 1 young W had 
tired out all thoſe who called themſelves 
his friends; and, Acaſto's family except- 
ed, none of all his numerous acquaintanee 

would look upon him; but here he found 
I 5 | an 
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an afylum, which proved an uſeful leflon 
to him, that one virtuous action yields 
more ſatisfaction, and is more likely to ſe- 
cure a friend than all the vicious connec- 
tions, and all the mixtures with ſplendid 
company in the world. 


Horatio could not forbear aſking him 
when he had ſeen Belmont?“ Why 
<« faith, friend, ſaid Wander, I have made 
a kind of faux pas in my affairs 
„ with kim; and I do not care to ſee 
« him. For it was owing to me that the | 
Captain loſt his miſtreſs, whom he left 
« at M For in a drunken frolic, 
<« chancing to fall into company with ſome 
<« of her purſuers, who were ſent by her 
„ father in queſt of her, I unknowingly 
* betrayed my friend: The conſequence 
„was, they went immediately to ſeize 
“ her, but ſhe, by ſome means, eſcaped 
« their hands; yet, as J afterwards learn- 

| « 
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6 ed, ſhe fell into worſe. One Alliſon, a 
<« notorious rake; and, as I have fince 
learned, a companion of Branſley's, bore 
« her off; and it is incredible what ſhe 
« has ſince ſuffered, confined in his houſe. 
And fhe is now at laſt returned to her 
« father, to the great grief of my friend, 
« whoſe affair with you I heard ef, but 
„have never ſeen his face ſince. I joy, 
however, to ſee you thus altogether and 
« reconciled ; and if my evidence can; in 
any reſpect, be uſeful to you, in regard 
Sof that villain Branſſey, * m eom - 

5 mand my ſervice.” 


Acaſto thanked him for the freedom 
with which he offered his ſervice, and aſ- 
ſured him of a refuge in his houſe till ſome 
method could be thought on whereby to 
repair his ruined fortunes. In the mean- 

while the old gentleman read him ſome 

_ 
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uſeful lectures of prudence and virtue, 
which, joined to the experience he had al- 


ready had, promiſed to be of mam uſe to 


him in _ — conduct. 

1: Thisyn young 3 now, by his ad- 
vice, went out to gather intelligence how 
affairs ſtood in Mr. Maiſley's family; where 
he found, that Leonora's father had en- 
tirely laid aſide all thoughts of Sumner as 
a huſband for her; and that he, for his 
part, had courted a rich widow ever ſince 
the elopement of his miſtreſs. As to Iſa- 
bella, her father ſeemed not to know whom 
to diſpoſe of her to; and Wander, who 
had-laid feveral ſchemes to carry her off, 
whieh were defeated by his letters being 
intercepted; was, by no means, in circum- 
ſtances now, neither had he the face if he 
were, to ſollicit her at ber father's hands. 
Sand min Bar: n eL zA 
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This little family, however, encouraged 
him not to deſpair; and looking upon 
him as a new convert to the ways of vir- 


tue and wiſdom, were determined to aſliſt 


him to the utmoſt of their power, in his 
progreſs. About this time, their number 
was encreaſed by a new viſitant, which 
were no other than Captain Belmont him- 
ſelf. He came prepared to reproach Wan- 
der, but was diverted from his purpoſe by 


Horatio, who now once more aſked him 


the event of his conference with the gentle- 
man in the park: To which he replied as 
follows: When I left you, in order to 


<< ſpeak to that perſon you mentioned, I 


<« quitted the company of a gentleman for 


that of one of the greateſt ſcoundrels on 


« earth. This man pretended to ſerve me 
« with Mr. Maiſley, but, in reality, in- 
formed him of every movement I made: 


« It was on this account I went up to 


« queſtion 
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«© queſtion him of the affair; and we were 
« near coming to a very diſagreeable de- 
ce termination, had he not appointed me 
«< to meet him the next day, when he ſaid 
he could produce ſeveral letters which 
« would prove him innocent of what I laid 
to his charge.—But, on ſearching for 
him, I found he was gone out of town 
2 early in the morning, on * to 
= avoid me.? 


The houſe of Acaſto became now the 
ſeat of pleaſure, and like a little court, 
whither all the gentry of the country re- 
ſorted, beſtowing their beſt wiſhes to the 
cauſe and fortunes of this . of 
friends. 


CH AP. 
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CHAT. in. 
' | Fe 
Ay accident puts an end to the lawſuit— 
A Death-bed Scene—Proofs of Huma- 
nity—A Funeral. 


. nuptials of Mr. Saville and Miſs 
C—— were only delayed till they 


0 ſhould be at ſome certainty with regard to 


the determination of the lawſuit we have 
mentioned.—A tedious piece of work this 
to the lovers: But chance, which ſo often 
intermeddles in human affairs, haſtened 
their union by determining the affair in a 
much ſhorter way. 


Branſley, who had ſo peremptorily de- 


- nied coming to any terms of agreement, 
was forced by an accident to reſign all at 
diſcretion. He had been riding out one 

| day 
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day to conſult his lawyer on this very af- 
fair, who gave him great hopes of his 
cauſe; when, having met ſome friends, 
he made ſo merry on the occaſion, that, 
on his return, he fell from his horſe, and 
bruiſed himſelf very dangerouſly. ; 


| He was carried home in a deplorable 
ſituation; a fever ſucceeded, occaſioned 
by the anguiſh of the wounds, and in a 
few days he was given over by the phyſi- 
cians, though he had the beft advice that 
could poſſibly be procured. 


When he found his end approaching, 
he began to tremble at the thoughts of 
his own unworthineſs, and how untit he 
was to launch out into futurity.—Poſſeſſed 
with theſe thoughts, he ſent for Acafto, 
Horatio, and Louiſa, and in preſence of 
many witneſſes, owned his crimes againſt 


them, 
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them, and ſupplicated; forgiveneſs—deli- 
vering up at the ſame time the deed and 
_ writings of the eſtate, to which he ſolemnly 
renounced all manner of claim or title, 
His contrition was deep, and his pangs ſo 
heart-felt and ſhocking, that the tender 
nature of Louiſa was not able to bear the 
ſcene; and Horatio having given him the 
moſt ſincere aſſurances of his pardon, and 
endeavoured as much as poſſible to com- 
fort him, led his miſtreſs out: Acaſto 
ſtaid yet longer, nor left the tortured pe- 
nitent till he had, in a great meaſure, con- 
tributed to calm his mind; and with the 
aſſiſtance of the good Doctor ——, from 

a ſtate of deſpair, brought him to a more 
mild and rational repentance. 


On the next day he expired, and the 
eſtate, no longer conteſted, now fell to its 
old poſſeſſor, who entered it as ſoon as de- 


cency 
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cency would permit.-Meanwhile the re- 
mains of Branfley were interred in a very 
reſpectful manner, burying with the dead 
man his evil deeds. 


And ais our hero juſt on the point 
of enjoying that happineſs he fo long had 
ſought, when his generous heart would not 
let him teſt till he had-completed- likewiſe 
the felicity of Belmont and Wander. To 
this purpoſe, he went himſelf in perſon, 
and began a treaty with Mr. Maiſley for 
the marriage of his two daughters, in 
which alſo he found himſelf hkely to fuc- 
ceed, when an unexpected event had 
nearly put an end to his OT Joys, 
together with his life. 


. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XxVnI. 
A terrible Accident, and its Conſequences. 


Tu reader may remember we made 
ſome ſlight mention in a former 
chapter of one Alliſon, a friend of Branſ- 
ley's. T his man, beſides the connection 
he bad with Branſley, had now freſh cauſe 
of enmity with Horatio, on account of the 
pains he took to match Miſs Leonora Sy- 
denham . Belmont. 
He met Mr. 1 one evening in a 
meadow ground, and groſsly affronted 
him, firſt ſtriking him with his cane, and 
then, while he was about to draw, took a 
piſtol fiom his pocket, and ſuddenly | 
wounded him in the breaſt with it ;—as 


ſoon 
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ſoon as he ſaw his antagoniſt fall, he made 


off, leaving him bleeding on the ground. 
Some labourers coming by, took him up, 
and carried him home, where all poſſible 
means were uſed for his recovery; yet he 
fell into a ſtrong fever and delirium, and 
his life was for a long time deſpaired of. 


tid to. boxing dl A. 205.0 201G612 
During this time his Louiſa, in ſpite 
of the weakneſs of her ſex, and the pain 


| ſuch a ſcene muſt give her, conſtantly at- 


tended him.—Her grief, and that of 
Acaſto, were ſuch as no words could ex- 
preſs.— She was emaciated with forrot and 
continual watchings, till ſhe appeared but 
the ſhadow of her former ſelf —<< And 
muſt I now loſe him,” ſaid ſhe,” ee now in 
o the very moment we ſhould wilh' to live 
« for each other But if it be o, 1 ſhall 
not long ſurvive him —We may boch 
15 ſleep together in one tomb. , 


oll bn Thus 
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Thus mourned Louiſa; but merciful 
Heaven had bleſſings yet in ſtore for her 
and for her lover: The fever had a fa- 
vqprable criſis, contrary, to all expecta- 
tion, and Horatio, by degrees, recovered, 
the phyſicians declaring that the efforts of 


youth and powerful nature had effected 
what their ſkill never could. 


On this occaſion, our hero received the 
congratulations of all around him ; and as 
for Louiſa, her indiſpoſition being only 
occaſioned by that of her lover, her coun- 
tenance inſenſibly brightened, and her 
health returned. Alliſon was purſued, but 
| in vain, having ſought ſhelter in a foreign 
land. | 


And now nothing was thought on but 
the nuptials of the faithful pair, who had 
experienced ſo many viciſſitudes of for- 


tune; 
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tune; and theſe Acaſto reſolved ſhould be 
celebrated in London, determining to re- 
move his children and himſelf from a ſpot 
which had been ſo unfortunate to them. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


The Nuptials of HoxAT10 and Lovis 
| Hiſtory of various Perſons. 

wt CCORDINGLY, Acaſto, Horatio, 
: | ' Louiſa, Belmont, Wander, Mr. Maiſ- 
ley, and-the two Miſs Sydenham's ſet for- 
ward for London in the beginning of April, 
where, as ſoon as all things neceſſary could 
be adjuſted, the nuptials of Horatio and 
Louiſa were celebrated, on whom Acaſto 
conferred the deed of ſettlement. executed 
in a more regular manner, which had been 
ſo miſuſed by the ungrateful Branſley. | 


An eaſy elegance appeared in the dreſs 
of the bridegroom ; joy fluſhed on his 
cheek, and diffuſed its generous ardour 

1 through 
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through his heart : he led his lovely bride 
with conſcious pleaſure; to the altar, and 
there received her vows and hand, whoſe 
heart was his before. 


7 


* 11 x , . 
x ” — x + # 4 # YT * 5 „„ a 


Arrayed in pureſt white, the garb of na- 


tive innocence, the ſweetly bluſhing, beau- 


teous fair one ſtood, a chaſte, willing vic- 


tim at the ſhrine of Love and Hymen.— 


The gentle throbbing of her heart heaved 


her ſnowy. boſom with reiterated pantings ; 


her fine black hair was bound with. a cir- | 


clet of diamonds, which yet the brightneſs 
of her eyes ſeemed to out- ſparkle, and her 
whole form attracted che admiration of all 
r 

The ſelect gueſts were afterwards bidden 
to a magnificent treat; for Acaſto was 
fond of ſplendor, and all the day was 
ſpent | in joy and feſtivity. 


The 


>= 
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The night, no doubt, was doubly wel- 


come to the expecting lovers; but let us 
draw a veil over the myſterious rites of 
connubial love. Suffice it to ſay, th at 
ever bridegroom on his wedding night | 


1 claſped in his arms more ſpotleſs inno- 
4 


cence, or blooming, ripened beauty, —_ 
did the now * happy Horatio. 


TA 


5 It was long before * 1 with 
their friends, whoſe return into the coun- 


try they would not permit till Mr. Maiſ- 
ley. had matched his two daughters agree- 
able to their inclinations with 0 = Eel- 
mont and Mr. Wander. 


Vor. II. 1 A 
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Few days after the ſeperation of 
. theſe happy friends, while Horatio, 


with his Louiſa and her father, were en- 


Joying a very agreeable converſation, on the 


various incidents which had happened to 


them in the ſew years paſt, and which had 
providentially iſſued in their mutual com- 


fort, they were interrupted by the appear- 


ance of a ſplendid carriage at the door, in 
which was a young Nobleman, who had 


by his ſervant enquired for Mr. Saville, | 


and immediately entered the hall on hear- 
ing he was at home. Horatio received 
him with his uſual politeneſs, but yet with 
ſome agitation of mind, when he recol- 
lected him to be a diſtant relation of Lord 
L 


However, he was filled with no 


. ſmall ſurprize, when his noble viſitant in- 


formed 
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formed kim of his preſent! buſineſs. — 
Mr. Saville, ſaid his Lordſhip, you are 
0. to underſtand. that, by the late- deceaſe 
« of Lord I , I become poſſeſſed of 
& his honours and- PIO. but J have a ſen- 
* ſibility ity of honours far ſuperior to the 
« higheſt titles. —You have been baſely 
« uſed, Sir; and I cannot enjoy myſelf i 
vit hout making you ample reſtitution. 
4 The eſtate which has been formerly for- 
+ feited to my predeceſſors, is now your's, 


ov 


> 


« Mr. Saville : I bring you all the writ- 


x hwy . i nee” pt v2” . 2 
F — 


* 


« ings belonging to it; and have great 
« fatisfaction in the proſpect of this addi- 
tional inducement you will have fre- 
« quently to viſit a neighbourhood which 
«© vill hope may now become ee b 
” to you.” go Bao, I, 24 OG 


2 373 
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Horatio * tie. maſt retpeaful ac- 
knowledgements which his gratitude ſug- 
geſted on this occaſion : but would by no 

1 


nlieans 
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means accept of this generous offer, with- 


out paying off the mortgage; in which 
Acaſto joined with him, inſiſting on theſe 


terms being fulfilled entirely at his own | 


expence. His Lordſhip Was prevailed on 
to accept them, and the buſineſs was im- 
mediately ſettled. On a more particular 


enquiry concerning Lord. Lemans, whoſe | 


villainous ſchemes. the reader has already 
been acquainted with, it appeared, that, 
after haying been ſome time divorced from 


his wife, he died of a ſurfeit, or, in other 


words, fell a martyr to debauchery. —His 
amiable ſucceſſor found his eſtateinamuch 
worſe condition than might have been ex- 
pected; but this was no obſtacle with him 


to an act of intermixed Juſtice and gene- 


roſity. He left Acaſto and his family 


greatly delighted with his character, and 


well diſpoſed to cultivate the acquaintance 
which he bad follicited. 
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It will now be deſireable to the reader 
to have ſome account of ſeveral other per- 


ſons mentioned in theſe volumes. 


f 5 


_ Miſs Laura Sandby was married to Sir 
George Deniſon, her former marriage be- 


ing ſet aſide by law. 


Zulima and her brother wack both found 


in London; the latter was taken from a 


Nate of ſervitude, and the 40,000l. left by- 


Acaſto's couſin divided between them. 


The good Doctor was advanced, 


by the intereſt of Acaſto, to above 7ool. 


a year; church preferment, his patron, 


Mr. Seymour, being dead. 


Captain Weſtby was broke 3 Mr. Lay- 


ton, his ſecond Mate, obtained the com- 


mand of. his ſhip, married his miſtreſs at 
St. Helena, and returned with her to Eng- 


land. 
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IT he only unhappy, virtuous characters 
we have brought the reader acquainted 2 
with, were the amiable ſiſter of Sir George 
Deniſon and the poor Mariamne; the for- 
mer ſuffered her ſmothered paſſion for 
Horatio to throw her i into a decay, which 
put an end to her days in the bloom of 
youth; and the latter died in obſcurity, 
ſcarce provided with the neceſſaries of life, 
concealing her caſe induſtriouſly from the 
| Saville family, (from an over delicacy) 
who would have thought themſelves happy 
in helping ker.—A letter was, however, 
conveyed to Horatio, written on her death- 
bed, in which ſhe confeſſed her unhappy 
paſſion, and which the humane gentleman 
watered with his tears. 


And here it may not be amiſs to notice 
to the reader, that Miſs Deniſon was the 
very perſon who ſent the warning letter to 
Mr. — 15 a diſcarded ſervant of 
HBranſley ON 
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Branſey's, who, having received ſome ill 
uſage from his maſter, was become his 
bittereſt enemy. This man, after the de- 
ceaſe of the Lady, confeſſed the whole 
affair, as he ſtill lived in Sir George's fa- 


Smythe went to ſettle at Paris, where 
he aſſumed for a while the fine gentleman; 
but being detected in a little artifice to 
cheat a French gentleman and abuſe his 
character, the latter did him the favour to 
run him through the body. 


Alliſon, by his exceſſes, diſſipated what : 
little he could ſecure to himſelf; and æ 
bill of outlawry being preferred againſt 
him at home, all his reſources here being 


cut off, he periſhed in a goal. 


Miſs Lovian, to her great ſorrow, died 


a maid in the goth year of her age, unla- 
mented 
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mented by thoſe who knew her, and Mrs. 
Deborah did not long ſurvive her. 


A 
0 


After this conciſe account, we ſhall only 
add, that Horatio and his Louiſa lived, 
and do ſtill live the wonder of their age; 
and when Acaſto had paid the debt due 
to Nature, erected for him an elegant 
monument, SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF 
A TENDER FATHER AND GENEROUS, 
GUARDIAN. 4 


